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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The state of community public Parks and Recreation services has evolved greatly over the past  
30 years.  The past traditional view of recreation has been activities and programs for youth focusing 
on sports and summer playgrounds, as well as senior citizens in segregated seniors only centers.

Today, communities focus on being “livable” not just in terms of housing, equality of education, 
transportation and safety but in terms of a sense of place and belonging; a place for families to 
engage in active living and healthy lifestyles.  Quality-of-Life attributes are very important for both 
families and businesses that comprise the community.  

The Violet Township elected officials and administrative staff recognized they were challenged to 
meet the residents expressed desire for organized Park and Recreation services, infrastructure and 
greenspace for all ages and interests.  As a result, in 2016 Violet Township, the City of Pickerington, 
Fairfield County Park District and the Pickerington Public Library commissioned a statistically valid 
community survey to Assess the Recreation and Leisure Needs for their Community.  The survey 
found strong support for a new community center. (See survey summary in appendix.)

Concurrently, Violet Township has been working with MORPC (Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission) and Fairfield County on a roadway master plan for the Refugee Road and Pickerington 
Road intersection area.  The engineering firm ADR submitted their thoroughfare plan Phase 1 at the 
beginning of 2019.  The findings are incorporated into this report.

In early 2018, Violet Township commissioned a feasibility study to investigate the elements of 
planning, design and operations of a Community Recreation Center.  During 2018, multiple 
community meetings were held, focus groups in specific interest areas were formed and gave their 
input, a Program Steering Committee was formed to review and recommend a direction from all 
the focus groups and finally a separate Finance Committee met six times to thoroughly explore and 
recommend a financing option to construct and operate the new facility.

The new center will be planned and operated on the principles of responsiveness to recreation for 
all ages, smart business and fiscal policies, customer service, and sustainable design and green 
building standards.

Violet Township area demographic statistics were analyzed to provide reliable information regarding 
attainable and conservative numbers of customer visits. A market analysis of five similar central Ohio 
community recreation centers was compiled to establish a baseline fair-market range of user fees.

Violet Township intends to place a property tax levy on the May 2019 ballot to fund the initial capital 
cost, the continuing operational cost appropriation and an annual capital replacement fund.

This Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study represents the collaborative 
efforts of the residents of Violet Township, its elected officials and administrative staff as well as a 
team of nationally recognized specialty consultants.  Thank you!

Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study Executive Summary
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DATE MEETING

February 9, 2018 Meeting between Moody Nolan and  Violet Township staff and one trustee to discuss 
Feasibility Study Goals and  Parameters 

March 7, 2018 Violet Township Trustees approve Agreement for Feasibility Study by Moody Nolan

March 13, 2018 Meeting with Township staff , Rockmill Financial and Moody Nolan

March 29, 2018 Program Steering Committee Kickoff Meeting

May 10, 2018 Community Meeting at Violet Baptist Church

May 11, 2018 Focus Group Meetings:  HS Swim and Diving Coaches, local Summer Swim Team Directors 
and Coaches 

May 29, 2018 Financial Task Force MEETING 1

June 11, 2018 Focus Group Meetings: Arts and Programming & Teen and Tweens

June 18, 2018 Focus Group Meetings:   Youth Sports & Ice

June 19, 2018 Focus Group Meetings: Seniors, Moms and Tots & Aquatics

June 26, 2018 Financial Task Force MEETING 2

June 27, 2018 Focus Group Meeting: Site and Economic Development

July 17, 2018 Meeting with Chiller owners and operators

July 19, 2018 Review first Program of Spaces DRAFT with Township Staff

July 24, 2018 Financial Task Force MEETING 3

July 27, 2018 Field Trip to Kettering, Washington Township and Springfield

August 1, 2018 Meeting 1: With Township staff on Site attributes
Meeting 2: Program Steering Committee Update

August 6, 2018 Meeting: Violet Township staff, Rockmill Financial and Moody Nolan discussion 
and coordination of Financial and Facility data to date

August 22, 2018 Tour the Chiller North facility in Lewis Center

Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study Feasibility Study Timeline and List of Meeting Dates

FEASIBILITY STUDY TIMELINE 
AND LIST OF MEETING DATES
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August 30, 2018 Financial Task Force  MEETING 4

September 6, 2018 WORKSHOP 1: Site Opportunities and Challenges

September 17, 2018 WORKSHOP 2: Functional organization of program spaces and Pool(s) configuration

October 2, 2018 Meeting to discuss Financial considerations for Operating Expenses, Probable Revenues 
and Pass Rates with Township staff

October 3, 2018 Program Steering Committee Update

October 4, 2018 Financial Task Force MEETING 5

October 29, 2018 WORKSHOP 3: Architecture and Site

November 7, 2018 Trustee's Meeting; Finance Committee Report

December 6, 2018 Community Meeting at Peace United Methodist Church
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PROGRAM OF SPACES

BUILDING

The approximately 95,000 Square Foot building has been programmed to 
maximize opportunities for recreation and wellness activities and services. 
Operational cost control influence conceptual design decisions insuring 
the ability to visually supervise the facility through multiple floor levels and 
down corridors.

The center’s architectural program is organized into multiple functional 
program areas with a common entry lobby; Be Well, Be Fit, Be Engaged and 
Be Active.  

• Be Well spaces focus on Healthy Lifestyles and include a fully equipped 
fitness area, walking track and group exercise/dance studio. 

• Be Fit spaces include the double Gymnasium divided with a wall and the 
eastern Gym can be zoned off for Special Events.  

• Be Engaged spaces included are generally program specific such as a 
dividable multi-purpose room with a patio, a quiet study room and the 
babysitting room with an enclosed outdoor play area.  The welcome/
check-in desk connected to the primary office suite will be located in 
this area.

• Be Active spaces incorporate the entire Aquatics Area.  Two separate 
pools comprise this area; a 25-yard X 25-meter competitive pool with 
two one-meter diving boards and cool water and a multipurpose leisure 
pool with a zero entry and warmer water and water play features.

ENTRY

A single main point of entry will be easily recognizable, well lit and promote 
a sense of safety.  Two other ancillary entries for Aquatic Spectators and 
Special Events, will always be secured.  They will be open and monitored 
during swim meet events and special events held in the east gymnasium.  
This allows the center to be zoned for various activities and programs.

LOBBY

The lobby will welcome and inform the regular patron and the first-time 
visitor.  This is a multi-generational community center and serves all ages, 
therefore attention will be given to graphic and directional wayfinding.  The 
lobby affords the opportunity to celebrate the Violet Township community 
through displays of historic photography, story-telling and promotion of 
upcoming events.

The lobby will have visual connection to many of the internal activity 
spaces including the multipurpose room adjacent to the teaching kitchen, 
gym, fitness area and the leisure pool can be seen through the wet 
classroom.  The mezzanine level includes an elevated track, additional 
fitness components and access to mechanical rooms.  The use of glass and 
windows will allow the entry and lobby to “glow” in the dark.

Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study  Program of Spaces

Apex Aquatics and Fitness Centre
McKinney, TX

Kempsville Recreation Center
Virginia Beach, VA

Community Center
Worthington, OH
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WELCOME DESK

Immediately visible as you enter the center is the open Welcome and 
check-in desk, located in the lobby. The central control point of the center 
can accommodate multiple computer workstations; including point-of-sale 
computer cash drawer and user pass verification.  The counter has visual 
connection to the entry doors, the lobby, corridor and many activity spaces 
in the center. The control desk connects to the administrative offices and 
also functions as the equipment checkout for items such as basketballs, 
volleyballs, table tennis paddles and balls, etc.  

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE SUITE

The Violet Township Community Center’s program and supervisory staff 
will be located in an office suite connected to the Welcome Desk.  A 
combination of private offices and open workstations will comprise the 
suite.  Included in the office suite is a workroom for office equipment and 
files, a breakroom and a conference room that accommodates up to twelve 
with secure access from lobby for small community meetings in the evening.  

MULTI-PURPOSE ROOMS

The two Multi-purpose rooms may be divided into two spaces with a high 
quality operable wall. The dividable Multi-purpose room has durable 
higher end finishes materials. Large windows in the room offer views onto 
the patio.  The Multi-purpose rooms will have quality audio and video 
technology and be able to be darkened for presentations. Variable lighting 
and 12’ tall ceilings help create comfortable spaces to facilitate classes, host 
senior adult lunch programs and community meetings. One of the Multi-
purpose rooms is connected to the catering/demonstration kitchen.

QUIET STUDY ROOM

The Quiet Study room will have built-in bookcases, a kitchenette counter 
with sink, counter for coffee maker, small refrigerator and dishwasher.  It 
will be furnished with comfortable sofas and arm chairs and may have a gas 
fireplace.  

CHILD WATCH

The Child Watch babysitting room provides supervised short-term care for 
young children (2-hour maximum).  It is located proximate to the lobby and 
administrative offices.  It operates like a church nursery rather than licensed 
childcare.  Parents or guardians must be in the center at all times when their 
children are in Child Watch.  The Child Watch room has a check-in counter, 
dishwasher to sanitize toys and a unisex toilet room.

ARTS AND CRAFTS ROOM

This room will be used by all ages and will have adjustable height 
furnishings.  Secure case work will store supplies and works-in-progress.  
The plumbing will have a heavy duty drain and direct and indirect daylight.

Kempsville Recreation Center
Virginia Beach, VA

Palestine Commons Senior Apartments
Kansas City, MO

Eagan Community and Senior Center
Eagan, MN

Kempsville Recreation Center
Virginia Beach, VA
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TEACHING AND CATERING KITCHEN

The kitchen is designed to primarily provide counter areas for food 
arrangement and service by caterers.  A refrigerator and freezer, three 
compartment sink, dishwasher and warming cupboards will be in the 
kitchen. Residential scale appliances will be installed to allow the space 
to function as a teaching demonstration kitchen for nutrition classes. The 
kitchen is proximate to a Multi-purpose room.

FITNESS AREA

The ground level of the fitness area will have views into the gym, up to the 
elevated walk/jog track and upper fitness area.  The large open spaces 
will accommodate cardio equipment; selectorize machines, free weights, 
functional training and stretching. 

FITNESS OFFICE & EVALUATION ROOM

This room will serve as both a fitness office across the corridor and an 
evaluation room for private consultations for personalized fitness, health and 
wellness programs.  

ELEVATED WALK/JOG TRACK

The elevated track will physically and visually connect multiple spaces within 
the center.  Typically it is elevated above the gymnasium, may soar through 
the lobby and have a secondary access point from the fitness area.  The 
three-lane track is both an active physical space as well as a social space.  
The track’s length will be approximately 1/10 of a mile.  

GROUP EXERCISE & DANCE STUDIO

The studio spaces are located on the upper track level.  Both studios will 
have a resilient wood floor, good sound system, mirrors and cubbies for 
personal items and an acoustical separation from the rest of the fitness area.  
Activities in this multi-functional space can range from spinning to Zumba 
and yoga to Lamaze classes.

GYMNASIUMS

The gymnasium will have two full size high school basketball court at 84’ 
x 50’ with an 8’ safety zone around the court and can accommodate a 
volleyball court, badminton and pickleball courts and is adequately sized 
to accommodate indoor Archery.  The two Gymnasiums will be divided 
by a permanent wall with connecting securable doors. Each gym will 
be dividable with a drop-down curtain.  A retractable three row set of 
bleachers will accommodate spectators. Cubbies along the opposite wall 
provide space for participants to store personal items within their view.

Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study  Program of Spaces

Purdue University 
France A. Cordova Recreational Sports Center
West Lafayette, IN

Kempsville Recreation Center
Virginia Beach, VA

Warrensville Heights Family YMCA
Warrensville Heights, OH

Kempsville Recreation Center
Virginia Beach, VA
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AQUATIC CENTER

The indoor aquatic center natatorium would contain two swimming pools, 
one primary for competition and fitness lap swimming, and the other for 
recreation, instruction and fitness.  

The Competition Lap Pool:  is a 25-yard by 25-meter, 10-lane pool with two 
1-meter diving boards.  The water depth would range from 4 feet to 12 feet 
and the water temperature would be kept between 80° and 82°.  This pool 
exceeds the minimum requirement for competitive events for OHSAA, USA 
Swimming, Master’s Swimming and NCAA.  It would include starting blocks, 
an ADA accessible lift and could host 25-yard or 25-meter competitions. 

Multi-purpose Leisure Pool:  The second pool would include several lap 
lanes for fitness swimming, water fitness classes.  The water depth would 
range from zero inches to 4 feet and the water temperature would be kept 
between 85° and 87°.  A variety of play features can be in the multi-purpose 
leisure pool from an interactive water play feature and bubble bench to 
dancing fountain jets.  The warm water is conducive to many recreation 
programs including a learn-to-swim program and arthritis exercise classes.  
ADA Accessibility will be by hydraulic lift and a ramp incorporated into the 
shallow water area. A waterslide that ends in the pool, or in a fiberglass 
runout on the deck could also be included to enhance the recreational 
offerings of the pool.

Spectator Seating in Natatorium:  To host dual and age group meets 
would require spectator seating for 100 to 200. The current concept plan 
shows 350 permanent seats. 

WET CLASSROOMS

Two Wet Classrooms are directly adjacent to the Multi-purpose Leisure Pool.  
These rooms can host birthday parties, lifeguard training, dry land activities 
for scuba and learn-to-swim programs.

LOCKER ROOMS

The male and female locker rooms serving the entire facility are located 
on the entry level.  There is direct access to the main corridor from the 
locker rooms.  The locker rooms will have six shower stalls, variable sized 
lockers and toilets.  Grooming stations are located in the locker rooms with 
adequate electrical outlets for hairdryers.  

FAMILY AND/OR COMPANION ASSIST CHANGING ROOM

The six changing rooms will have a toilet, a sink and a shower stall.  The 
lockers for the family changing rooms are located outside the changing 
rooms.  

MECHANICAL AND BACK-OF-HOUSE SPACES

Adequate and appropriate mechanical space will be distributed throughout 
the center to maintain comfort and safety of guests and staff.  Specific 
storage areas have been identified within the program and are distributed 
throughout the facility. Janitor closets, laundry and housekeeping electrical 
outlets have been planned for ease of facility management.  A loading and 
receiving area is located adjacent to the East Gym.

Tom Muehlenbeck Center
Plano, TX

Allentown Splash Tennis and Fitness Park
Fort Washington, MD

Prairie View A&M University
Student Recreation Center
Prairie View, TX

Robert Brown Aquatic Center
Coldwater, MI
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MAIN LEVEL ACTIVE
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Pickerington-Violet Township Historical Society
Formerly a Carnegie Library, Built in 1915
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LOBBY/ENTRY

Vestibule Single primary entry 
(may be part of lobby) 200 $275 $55,000

Welcome Desk Part of lobby area adjacent 
to offices 227 $275 $62,425

Lobby / Gallery Gathering area with views into 
activity spaces 1,000 $275 $275,000

Subtotal Core Lobby Spaces 1,427 $392,425

PROGRAM ACTIVITY SPACES

Child Watch Babysitting / preschool activities 
(20 children at 35 SF) 875 $275 $240,625

Messy Arts & Crafts Room Natural light and heavy duty 
plumbing 700 $275 $192,500

Arts and Crafts Storage 100 $250 $25,000

Program Storage May be distributed in center 100 $250 $25,000

Multipurpose Meeting 
and Class Room #1

Dividable into 2 rooms / 
1 operable wall 1,000 $275 $275,000

MP Room Storage

MP room for tables and chairs 
storage and children's play 
equipment (15%+ of MP room 
150 SF) 

150 $250 $37,500

Multipurpose Meeting 
and Class Room #2

Dividable into 2 rooms /  
1 operable wall 1,000 $275 $275,000

MP Room Storage

MP room for tables and chairs 
storage and children's play 
equipment (15%+ of MP room 
150 SF)

150 $250 $37,500

Quiet Study Room
Kitchenette, built in case work, 
moveable comfortable furniture, 
carpet, gas fireplace

700 $280 $196,000

Teaching Kitchen

Catering, concession 
and nutrition classes: Not 
commercial, will need hood 
(adjacent to MP classroom)

400 $290 $116,000

Subtotal Program Activity Spaces 5,175 $1,420,125

Violet Township Community Center V.8 11/13/2018

PROGRAM SPACE NOTES:
ACTIVITY 

SPACES (NSF) 
COST BASIS/

SF
BUDGET COST

PROGRAM SPREADSHEET

Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study Program of Spaces
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WELLNESS/FITNESS

Wellness/Fitness Areas

Cardio / selectorize / free 
weights (55 -60 SF at workout 
station) 140 +/- ; functional 
training workout stations

7,500 $275 $2,062,500

Fitness Office/Evaluation Private consultation space 80 $275 $22,000

Meeting/Dance/Studio
55 - 60 SF at participant (2 rooms 
20 - 25 participants each) may be 
used for martial arts

2,400 $275 $660,000

Storage Share between fitness 
and dance studio 400 $250 $100,000

Subtotal Fitness 10,380 $2,844,500

SPORTS

2 Gymnasiums 

84' x 50' + 8' safety zones with 
divider curtain, High school 
size, 26' to bottom of structure, 
includes space for retractable 
seating. (suitable for indoor 
archery)

14,826 $275 $4,077,150

Walk/Jog Track 3 lanes; 10th of a mile (528 LF) 6,000 $275 $1,650,000

Storage Tall enough for VB standards 500 $250 $125,000

Subtotal Gymnasium 21,326 $5,852,150

LOCKER ROOMS

Male Locker Room 6 shower stalls/variable size 
lockers 1,121 $275 $308,275

Female Locker Room 6 shower stalls/variable size 
lockers 1,143 $275 $314,325

Universal/Family Changing 6 individual shower/changing 
stalls w/changing bench 1,095 $275 $301,125

Team Rooms (unisex) Individual locker room only 20 
+/- capacity) 350 $275 $96,250

Subtotal Locker Rooms 3,709 $1,019,975

PROGRAM SPACE NOTES:
ACTIVITY 

SPACES (NSF) 
COST BASIS/

SF
BUDGET COST
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AQUATICS INDOOR

Natatorium & Spectator 
Seating

Structure that encloses pool 
(7 SF at spectator seat x 350 
= 2,450 SF)

22,750 $285 $6,483,750

25yd x 25M lane 
competition lap 

Body of water 6,150 SF in 
natatorium; 2 - one meter 
boards

$285 $1,752,750

Multi-purpose Hybrid Pool Body of water 4,000 SF in 
natatorium $285 $1,140,000

Aquatic Office Aquatic managers and coaches 150 $285 $42,750

Life Guard Room Lifeguards and first aid 150 $285 $42,750

Meet Spectator Vestibule Secure entry for meets to keep 
congestion out of main lobby 300 $285 $85,500

Meet Management Room 300 $285 $85,500

2 Wet Classrooms Access to pools; $$ birthday 
parties, scuba at 400 800 $275 $220,000

Pool Mechanicals/Storage Filters, chemical room, 
surge tank 1,400 $285 $399,000

Pool Storage 1,200 $250 $300,000

Subtotal Aquatics 27,050 $10,552,000

 OFFICE SUITE

Center Director Private office / safe, in general 
office suite 120 $265 $31,800

Facility Manager Private office, in general office 
suite 100 $265 $26,500

Administration 6 - workstations, in general office 
suite; 60 SF each 360 $265 $95,400

Front Desk Office Behind front desk 120 $265 $31,800

Workroom Copier, server, printer, 
work table 95 $265 $25,175

Breakroom
Casework, sink,microwave, 
coffee, refrigerator, table 
and chairs

250 $265 $66,250

Conference Room Access from both free zone 
and secure zone (10 capacity) 300 $265 $79,500

Storage Securable storage 64 $250 $16,000

Subtotal Office Suite 1,409 $372,425

PROGRAM SPACE NOTES:
ACTIVITY 

SPACES (NSF) 
COST BASIS/

SF
BUDGET COST

Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study Program of Spaces
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BACK OF HOUSE Assumed in large mechanical room

Laundry Commercial washer and dryer 80 $265 $21,200

Receiving Double doors or garage door 150 $250 $37,500

Technology Room TBD 100 $265 $26,500

Storage Custodial and maintenance 
equipment (staff desk) 200 $250 $50,000

Subtotal Mechanical Spaces 530 $135,200

Subtotal TOTALS Net SF 71,006 $22,590,000

CIRCULATION, WALLS, 
TOILETS & MECHANICAL 
SYSTEMS

75% efficiency Moody Nolan 
planning standard                 23,669 $265 $6,272,197

$28,862,197

DESIGN CONTINGENCY 7% $2,020,354

GSF Building Size 94,675 $326.17 $30,880,000

PARK FEATURES

Site Lighting For new building & parking $150,000

MP Patio 25' x 25' 625 $60 $37,500

Child Watch Outdoor Secure play area (20' x 15') 300 $60 $18,000

Landscaping & Hardscape $500,000

Subtotal 925 $705,500

370' X 240' STANDARD 
OUTDOOR SOCCER FIELD

89,000 SF ($750K) with spill 
and glare control lights ($350K),  
50 parking spaces ($75K), 
and tip and roll bleachers ($7K) 

2 $1,200,000 $2,400,000

Trails TBD $750,000

PROGRAM SPACE NOTES:
ACTIVITY 

SPACES (NSF) 
COST BASIS/

SF
BUDGET COST
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PARKING

Spaces Needed
Number will be determined  
by zoning code; each space 
at $1,500

500 $750,000

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION Gross Square Feet 95,600 $35,485,500

SOFT COSTS
All estimated % based on 
construction cost

Architects and Engineers 
fees, survey, geotechnical 10% of construction costs $3,548,550

Construction contingency 
and systems testing in field, 
permits

8% of construction costs $2,838,840

FF&E 7% of construction costs $2,483,985

Soft Costs Subtotal $6,387,390

Infrastructure Roadways, utilities $4,000,000

TOTAL PROJECT COSTS $45,870,000

PROGRAM SPACE NOTES:
ACTIVITY 

SPACES (NSF) 
COST BASIS/

SF
BUDGET COST
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Violet Township School Wagon, 1910
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EUI (ENERGY USE INTENSITY)
• A building’s annual energy use per unit area (kBTU / ft2 / yr) 

insight360 is an energy efficiency study program intended to be used as an early conceptual design stage  
tool to inform the design and the architects about the relative efficiency of a potential design.  As a conceptual 
design level, it is not exact but is able help evaluate relative efficiencies of different conceptual studies. It can  
then be refined over the course of the project to monitor the design for energy efficiency. 

• Analysis: The program analyzes your project by comparing the project with similar buildings in similar  
climates and orientation.

• Exposures: The analysis looks at all building exposures; North, South, East and West

• Exterior Walls and Roof: Wall and roofing insulation and materials are taken into consideration.

• WWR – Window – Wall – Ratio.  This a factor based on the amount of visible glass and solid wall.

• Windows: The amount, location and type of Windows are factored into the analysis as are the use  
of exterior window shades or interior window blinds.

• Probable Heat Gain or Loss: The amount of potential heat gain/loss is calculated based on the WWR  
and the amount of roof and wall insulation.  

• Lighting efficiency is influenced by the type of light fixtures which are then affected by natural daylighting  
and occupancy sensors which both are used to turn off lights when not needed. 

• Plug Load efficiency evaluates the energy consumption of equipment such as computers, small appliances  
and laundry equipment to determine opportunities to redistribute peak load demand.

• HVAC or mechanical systems are calibrated for energy efficiency adjusting for various times of day and night.

• The building’s Operating Schedule is considered based on building use, whether an 8-5 office building  
or an 6AM to 11PM community center.

INTEGRATED WORKFLOW

insight360: SD Phase

Schematic
Design

Design 
Development

Construction
Documents

Construction
Administration

INSIGHT 360 ENERGY CONSUMPTION ANALYSIS

Daylighting Analysis: 
DD Phase
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Window Glass - North

Window Glass - SouthWindow Shades - South

Window Shades - North

WWR - Southern Walls

WWR - Northern Walls

Building OrientationModel History kWh / m2 / yrBenchmark Comparison kWh / m2 / yr

Building Form

Graphs are illustrative and will be clear in content when the building design begins.
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WWR - Western Walls Window Glass - WestWindow Shades - West

Window Shades - EastWWR - Eastern Walls

Wall Construction

Lighting Efficiency Daylighting & Occupancy Controls Plug Load Efficiency

Window Glass - East

InfiltrationRoof Construction
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HVAC

PV - Payback Limit

Operating Schedule

PV - Surface Coverage

PV - Panel Efficiency
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SITE OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES

The Site is currently relatively flat farmland which is located between two 
drainage courses, Willow Run on the west and Sycamore Creek to the east.  
Being almost at the ridge or breaking point of the two streams puts the site 
near the highest point and thus outside the flooding potential from either.  
This elevation however makes it more difficult to service with gravity sewer 
systems, since they tend to be at their shallowest at the upper end of a 
tributary area. 

The proposed site layout may afford us a storm sewer system, with the new 
roadways, to drain into and the natural low area in the southwest corner 
should be adequate for any stormwater detention. 

The site is surrounded by and has access to several utilities. There is an 
overhead electric power pole line in Refugee Road on the south side. An 
electric substation is currently located at the intersection of Refugee Road 
and Pickerington Road NW.  And a gas line runs along the north side of 
Refugee Road.  A waterline is located along the west side of Pickerington 
Road NW and a sanitary line along the east side of Pickerington Road NW. 
These are accessible to the site by extension, although the sanitary may be 
too shallow for gravity service and may need a lift station.

Violet Township is developing a master thoroughfare plan for improvements 
to Refugee Road and Pickerington Road in coordination with the new 
community center. ADR & Associates, Ltd. has been tasked to perform a 
feasibility study and opinion of probable costs after comparing multiple 
potential roadway and signal improvement options for the thoroughfare 
plan’s initial phase.

Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study Site Opportunities and Challenges
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SITE CAPACITY STUDY

FUNCTIONAL USE SITE DIAGRAM

VIOLET TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY CENTER STUDY
NOVEMBER 30, 2018

DEVELOPMENT

DEVELOPMENT

KEY PLANNING 
STRATEGIES
• Location of retention 

at southwest corner

• Pedestrian access

• Street corner presence

• Service and Visitor access

• Mixed use development

• Opportunity for nature 
walks and trails

• Future development 
anticipated

Service area

Fitness area landscape buffering

Outdoor patios

Natatorium entrance

Pool service area

Shared-use trail connector

Entry plaza / vehicular 
drop-off zone

Monument sign

ADA parking

FUNCTIONAL USE SITE DIAGRAM

VIOLET TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY CENTER STUDY
NOVEMBER 30, 2018

DEVELOPMENT

DEVELOPMENT

DEVELOPMENT
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DISTANCE TO SITE

3, 5, 10, 15 & 25 MILE RADIUS

1, 3 & 5 MILE DISTANCE FROM REFUGEE RD AND PICKERINGTON RD

5, 10, 15 MINUTE DRIVE TIMES

1, 3 and 5 Mile Distance from Refugee Rd and Pickerington Rd Legend    

Circle Measure

5 mi

N

➤➤

N

© 2018 Google

© 2018 Google

© 2018 Google
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UTILITY IMPROVEMENT NARRATIVE

• A proposed 6,950 lin. ft. extension of a 10" sanitary 
sewer from Peyton Ridge Subdivision along 
Pickerington Road will provide adequate depth 
(approximate ground elevation 956, minimum 
elevation of sewer 915) to service the proposed 
community center as well as future development 
along the realigned Pickerington Road and future 
development north of Pickerington Road.

• An alternate 4,000 lin. ft. extension of the 15" North 
Sycamore Creek Sewer Interceptor along Refugee 
Road may provide service to the proposed community 
center with minimal cover (approximate ground 
elevation 956, minimum elevation of sewer 948). 
additional connection to the sewer would be highly 
unlikely.

• An existing 8" waterline along the south side 
of Refugee Road to be relocated outside of the 
proposed pavement section and a new 8" waterline to 
be installed along the entire frontage of the proposed 
community center along the future realigned 
Pickerington Road. 

REFUGEE ROAD & PICKERINGTON ROAD 
THOROUGHFARE PLAN – PHASE I
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PRELIMINARY 3-LANE TYPICAL SECTION

PRELIMINARY 4-LANE TYPICAL SECTION

ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT NARRATIVE 
– PHASE 1

• Widening of Refugee Road for the entire length of the frontage of the 
proposed community center and the length required for installation of 
left and right turn lanes at the future relocated Pickerington Road.

• New proposed profile grade to be set and full depth replacement of 
Refugee Road to provide positive drainage from front yards into new 
curb and gutter section. Refugee Road to be widened to three-12’ lanes 
(plus a 12' drop right turn lane at intersection) with 2’ curb & gutter, 5' 
lawn strip, and a 5' walk along the north side as well as an 8' multi-use 
path along the south side.

• New roadway provided to the south of Refugee Road for the future 
realignment of Pickerington Road shall include three-12’ lanes (plus a 12' 
drop right turn lane at intersection) with 2’ curb & gutter, 5' lawn strip, 
and a 5' walk along the west side as well as an 8' multi-use path along 
the east side for the entire length of the proposed community center 
frontage.
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Scenarios can be assigned as engagement leaders see fit, or players can randomly pick 
from the scenario cards  
Scenarios can be assigned as engagement leaders see fit, or players can randomly pick 
from the scenario cards  "Full Build" Analysis Roadway Network

The information shown on this map is compiled from various
sources made available to us which we believe to be reliable.
N:\ArcGIS\CORE\Insight 2050\TA Program\Violet Township\TAP_VT_analysis\Full_build.mxd
8/15/2018

± 0 0.25 0.5
Miles Site boundary

"Full build" proposed roadway network

Scenarios can be assigned as engagement leaders see fit, or players can randomly pick 
from the scenario cards  
Scenarios can be assigned as engagement leaders see fit, or players can randomly pick 
from the scenario cards  "Full Build" Analysis Roadway Network

The information shown on this map is compiled from various
sources made available to us which we believe to be reliable.
N:\ArcGIS\CORE\Insight 2050\TA Program\Violet Township\TAP_VT_analysis\Full_build.mxd
8/15/2018

± 0 0.25 0.5
Miles Site boundary

"Full build" proposed roadway network

MORPC PROPOSED STREET NETWORK PLAN
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November 2018

PERSONNEL & BENEFITS QUANTITY RATE
 ANNUAL 
BUDGET   NOTES

Based on current salary survey by 
region in Recreation Management 
magazine 2018 & local market 
wages (higher end)

FULL-TIME SALARIES (40 +/- HOURS A WEEK)

Recreation Center Director 1.0 $85,000 $85,000 

Recreation Supervisor 1.0 $75,000 $75,000 Programs, Sports, Youth,  
Special Events 

Aquatic Supervisor 1.0 $75,000 $75,000 

Assistant Aquatics Supervisor 1.0 $70,000 $70,000 

Fitness Supervisor 1.0 $75,000 $75,000 

Facility Manager 1.0 $75,000 $75,000 

Subtotal 6.0 $455,000 

PART-TIME WAGES (FTE = 2,080 HOURS A YEAR)

Front Desk Customer Service Clerks 5.0 $12 $124,800 

Pool Managers 2.5 $12 $62,400 

Life Guards 12.0 $10 $249,600 Life guarding + WSI 

Aquatic Programs 1.5 $12 $37,440 Fitness, WSI Training 

Babysitting Staff 5.0 $10 $104,000 

Fitness Floor Managers 5.5 $12 $137,280 

Programs Managers 2.5 $12 $62,400 

Custodial Workers 5.0 $10 $104,000 

Subtotal 39.0 $881,920 

BENEFITS

Full Time 53% $241,150 Worker's Comp, Medicare, 
OPERS + Insurance 

Part-Time 17% $149,926 Worker's Comp, Medicare, OPERS 

Uniforms/Swim Suits $10,000 Supply One; Purchase 
Next One 

Subtotal $401,076 Workers Comp., Medicare, OPERS 

PERSONNEL & BENEFITS SUBTOTAL $1,737,996 

ESTIMATED EXPENSES BUDGET

Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study Operational Considerations
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MATERIALS AND SERVICES
 ANNUAL 
BUDGET   NOTES

TRAINING / EDUCATION & TRAVEL $24,000 

CPR, First Aid, Blood Borne Pathogens, OPRA, NRPA, AB Conferences; 
Management, Aquatics, Fitness, Seminars. Continuing Education

PRINTING & DISTRIBUTION OF INFORMATION $15,000 Use of Online Information & 
Registration reduces costs.  Use of 
Social Media reduces costs.Catalog of Programs & Services, 3 per year,  Facility Info, Passes, 

Rental Rates, Seasonal Flyers to School/Business

OFFICE SUPPLIES $15,000 

General Office Supplies

Front Desk - Guest Services

Pass Production Supplies

EQUIPMENT & PROGRAM SUPPLIES $150,000 Loose Equipment & Materials  & 
Contractual Instructors 

Sports and Game Equipment

Birthday Party Supplies

Fitness and Aerobics

Contractual Classes, Instructors & Materials

OPERATING SUPPLIES & CHEMICALS MAINTENANCE $18,000  Paper Products 

Consumable & Non-consumable 

(paper, light bulbs, cleaning) + First Aid

OPERATING SUPPLIES & CHEMICALS – AQUATICS $40,000 

Pool Sanitizing Chemicals

Other Chemicals and Supplies

Pool Safety Supplies

First-Aid Supplies

Life-Guard Equipment

UTILITIES SF cost

Due to volatility in the cost of 
energy and utilities in general, this 
cost per SF is only a benchmark

(based on a 100,00 SF SF facility) $5.00 $500,000 

Electric

Gas

Water

Sewer
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LICENSURE & INSPECTIONS $2,000 

Pool Operation License

Elevator Inspection

Catering Kitchen & Concessions

PROPERTY INSURANCE $50,000 

MAINTENANCE / CONTRACTUAL SERVICE $150,000 

HVAC Systems

Computers & Software

POS Computers

Credit Card Fees (2.5% of charges)

Telephone - mobile for staff

Cable TV

Copier

Security System

Pool Systems

Snow Removal/ Mowing

Fitness Equipment Service Contract

MATERIALS & SERVICES SUBTOTAL $964,000 

REPLACEMENT FUND  $210,000 

0.5% of Total Project Costs (less road infrastructure)  
$42,000,000.

GRAND TOTAL $2,912,000

Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study Operational Considerations
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Violet Township Purple Devils, 1930-31
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ESTIMATED REVENUES
V5

ASSUMPTIONS ARE BASED ON A 3 MILE RADIUS SERVICE AREA 
FROM THE INTERSECTION OF REFUGEE RD AND PICKERINGTON RD

Violet Township entire population estimate = 43,000

Approximately 7,360 Senior Adults live in Violet Township (age 60 and above)

An 8% Market Penetration for annual pass sales = 2,851 Resident Passes

INTERSECTION OF REFUGEE RD AND PICKERINGTON RD 
3 MILE & 5 MILE RADIUS POPULATION

2018 estimated population (0-3 miles)  = 31,823

2018 estimated population (3-5 miles) = 53,642

2018 estimated combined population (0 - 5 miles) = 85,465

2018 estimated Non-Resident population = 42,500  (0 - 5 miles total , less Violet Township population of 43,000)

2018 estimate of Non-Resident annual pass sales at 4% = 1,700

RANGE OF ESTIMATED REVENUES (+/-)

Annual Passes - Residents and Non-Residents 4,551 $635,000

Daily Passes (75% of Violet Township population) 26,730 $187,000

Total User Pass Revenue $223,848 $822,000

OTHER REVENUE SOURCES

Rental and Program Revenues $208,500

Total Estimated Revenue (+/-) $1,030,500
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Westerville Community Center

Delaware Community 
Center YMCA

Groveport Recreation Center

Proposed Violet Township 
Community Recreation Center

Reynoldsburg YMCA
Opening Late 2019

Jerry L. Garver YMCA

Prairie Township 
Community Center

Dublin Community 
Recreation Center

Worthington 
Community Center
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FULL ACCESS Dublin Groveport
Prairie Twp

Standard 
Membership

Westerville
Ultimate Benefits 

PASSport
Worthington

YMCA 
Garver

YMCA 
Delaware

CLASSIFICATION Annual / 
Monthly 6 Months Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly

INDIVIDUAL ADULT

Resident $200/$17.67 $120 $213/$17.75 $215/$17.92 $230/$19 $260/$21.70 $479/$40 $623/$52

Non-Resident $580/$33.50 $366/$30.50 $322/$26.88 $345/$28 $338/$28.20

School District $390/$33.50

INDIVIDUAL YOUTH

Resident $122/$10.00 $172/$14.33

Non-Resident $210/$17.50 $258/$21.50

School District 

INDIVIDUAL TEEN 16 - 17 years old

Resident $170/$14.25 $172/$14.33 $185/$15.42 $160/$13.35

Non-Resident $293/$24,50 $258/$21.50 $277.50/$23.13 $208/$17.33

School District 

REGIONAL MARKET AREA USER PASS FEES COMPARISON 
2018

Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study Operational Considerations



42

YOUNG ADULT

Resident $182/$15.25 $183/$15.52 $383/$32 $431/$36

Non-Resident $$311/$25.75 $274.50/$22.88

School District 

SENIOR ADULT 60 & older 55  & older 55  & older 60 & older 60 & older

Resident $100/$9.33 $107/$8.75 $97/$8.08 $185/$15.42 $180/$15.00

Non-Resident $195/$17.20 $185/$15.25 $145/$12.13 $277.50/$23.13 $234/$19.50

School District $150/$13.50

COLLEGE STUDENT
25 or younger limit 
70 visits month to month

Resident $100 $20

Non-Resident $200 $30

School District $295

HOUSEHOLD OF 2

Resident $345/$29.75 $210 $362/$30.00 $365/$30.42 $420/$35 $755/$63 $959/$80

Non-Resident $1,020/$86 $626/$52.00 $547.50/$45.63 $546/$45

School District $650/$55.17

FULL ACCESS Dublin Groveport
Prairie Twp

Standard 
Membership

Westerville
Ultimate Benefits 

PASSport
Worthington

YMCA 
Garver

YMCA 
Delaware

CLASSIFICATION Annual / 
Monthly 6 Months Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly
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HOUSEHOLD OF 3

Resident $455/$38.92 $275 $463/$38.50 $462/$38.50 $495/$41 $671/$56 $875/$73

Non-Resident $1,355/$113.92 $695/$58.00 $693/$57.75 $644/$53

School District $870/$73.50

HOUSEHOLD OF 4 4+

Resident $520/$44.33 $310 $580/$48 $570/$47 $827/$69 $1,079/$90

Non-Resident $940/$79.33 $869/$72.50 $741/$62

School District $1,530/$128.50

HOUSEHOLD OF 5 

Resident $555/$47.25 $335

Non-Resident $1,355/$138.92

School District $1,000/$84.33

MILITARY/VETERAN Day Pass

Resident $180 10% discount $5 

Non-Resident $520 10% discount

School District $350 

Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study Operational Considerations

FULL ACCESS Dublin Groveport
Prairie Twp

Standard 
Membership

Westerville
Ultimate Benefits 

PASSport
Worthington

YMCA 
Garver

YMCA 
Delaware

CLASSIFICATION Annual / 
Monthly 6 Months Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly
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CORPORATE RATE

$240/$21.00 Same as Resident

DAILY RATES

Child under 2 Free Free

Child 3-17 yrs R $3/ NR $4 R $7/ NR $10 $5 

Senior $6 

Adult 18 yrs & up R $4/NR $8 R $7/ NR $10 $8 

Military/Veteran $5 

FULL ACCESS Dublin Groveport
Prairie Twp

Standard 
Membership

Westerville
Ultimate Benefits 

PASSport
Worthington

YMCA 
Garver

YMCA 
Delaware

CLASSIFICATION Annual / 
Monthly 6 Months Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly Annual / Monthly
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FOCUS GROUP NOTES

Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study  Appendix

AQUATICS FOCUS GROUP 1

May 11, 2018 Meeting Notes

Counsilman-Hunsaker met with a variety of community aquatic stakeholders on May 11, 2018 to receive insight 
and feedback into the various aquatic needs and offerings currently in Violet Township.  The list below details the 
primary programs and needs of these stakeholders. 

Pickerington High School Central High School and Pickerington High School North have 73 total swimmers and 
must rent out aquatic facilities that are 10-30 minutes away due to the lack of facilities in the area.  They currently 
pay $20,000 per year for rentals, 2-3 hours per day at the following locations:

- Columbus School for Girls

- Jerry Garver YMCA

- Lancaster YMCA

The school district would like to host dual Meets which would require spectator seating for 100 to 200, as well as 
the high school district swim meet which requires closer to 1,000 seats. 

The summer league swimming program within Pickerington / Violet Township is quite robust with over 500 total 
swimmers. They currently swim in a variety of seasonal outdoor pools within the area and most can only host 
smaller meets due to the size of the pools.  The larger swim meets require travel to surrounding communities such 
as Groveport, Bexley and Muskingum. The summer championship meet registers more than 1,600 swimmers and 
teams would like to host this meet in Violet Township, ideally in a 10-lane competition pool. 

AQUATICS FOCUS GROUP 2

June 19, 2018 Meeting Notes

Pickerington Community Pool – Tiger Sharks.

Tri County – Canal, Groveport, Lancaster, Pataskala.

Teach – water aerobics at Harcum Fitness & Aquatics Center– Wesley Ridge Retirement Community– 870 – geared 
toward seniors – 4 feet deep – no life guards – been teaching 20 years.

Activities and cardio water aerobics. She would like to see two different pools.

Family aspect – something resembling like Groveport. Both indoor and outdoor.

Want something other than a hole in the ground. No splash pad, multi areas of play elements, slides, lazy river, etc., 
need community pride, zero entry.

Need place to practice laps.

Competitive swimming – 4 kids. High school scholastic level – no pools on East side.

October to February – High school swim team. Summer team – Memorial Day to Labor Day.
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Kettering rec center – one indoor pool.

Even if we have two pools, locker rooms would be a problem. Parking is a problem. So, it isn’t just about the 
number of pools.

Workshop on aquatics – operating cost projections. Projected revenue costs.

Groveport offers scuba. George Dienes, Counsilman Hunsaker, said 12-18-foot depth is needed but could go as low 
as 9 feet.

Standard high school diving depth: 11½ to 12 feet. They (George) go 6 inches deeper than local codes or whatever 
code applies.

Don’t need athletic fields (many agreed).

Some participants said they would like to tour some of the other central Ohio community centers.
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ARTS AND PROGRAMMING

June 11, 2018 Meeting Notes

Pickerington Community Theater (PCT) –501(c)(3) has used Violet Grange, Pop Arts, Prince Peace Church, Heritage 
Theater, does improv comedy, variety show/auction, school carnivals, inclusive community theater. Strictly 
volunteer, 3-4 productions a year, children’s summer theater, don’t need a paid staffer, would rather have a theater. 
Membership not great ($10 membership, 30ish per year, but not a focus for them).

Needs permanent performance and rehearsal space. Storage currently an issue (currently paying $6,000 a year), 
have to set-up and tear down every weekend.

Attendance varies, 250 to 300 in Heritage theater, 100 to 120 for straight plays, sometimes 40 to 60.

Looking for full production value theater, ideally raised stage, wing space and backstage space, on-site storage, 
flexible/rehearsal space (could be small). Shared space ok -3-4 days per week for 2 to 3 hours.

Could contribute to maintenance and upkeep of theater.

PCT was asked to merge with another group but wants to stay in the community. Possible partnerships with local 
musical groups, opportunities for crafting for shows. Good socialization opportunity for kids, particularly those who 
are homeschooled or who have learning disabilities. One woman mentioned it was a considerable influence for her 
to move to Pickerington.

Missoula Program – had 30 children 3 years ago, now has 64.

Need for a location for people to display local art.

Possible venue for traveling shows. Would be nice to have date night without going downtown.

School is not opening the doors – hard to distribute information – signage a problem.

Not effective communication about community activity – need a central location for info.

Looking for a compassionate space – place to hold fund-raising activities without being charged more than a 
nominal fee. Could be space for wedding showers/receptions, summer camps, day camps. Possible revenue 
generators.

Floral arrangement classes, Zumba dance classes.

Someone concerned about cost – mentioned staffing by the YMCA (maybe use model, but not YMCA itself)

Janet: Y is mission-driven, community center is public-driven

Local food/drink vendors, not chains

Business incubation – theater vice president used to run Pearl Market

Have scholarships for low-income residents

Could have concession stands run by local organizations that get a portion of the funds.
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A woman mentioned that she is sending her child to classes in Westerville. She ends up spending her money there 
and not in Pickerington, starting to wonder why she moved here.

Community gardens, outdoor education, shrimp farming, garden clubs, animal studies, yoga, mommy and me 
classes, wetlands observation, horseback riding, teen nights, archery

Outdoor walking facility, nature center

Finance classes, cooking classes, baby food, canning, seasonal food, demo kitchen

ESL, literacy classes, finance classes, medical bills for seniors

Makerspace (Idea Foundry), multigenerational areas, homework center, adulating 101 Center



49Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study  Appendix

TEENS AND TWEENS FOCUS GROUP

June 11, 2018 Meeting Notes

Bouldering, Basketball, Track

Archery – popular (Hunger Games, CW series), 30-60 meters, better indoors, Velocity Archery Range 
– Outdoor would be difficult (mowing, arrows get lost)

Martial arts – fencing, could be done in a gym

Adulting 101 Center  
 – Life Skills classes – babysitting, CPR, cooking, balancing checkbooks, study area/homework

Plug-in programs – American Red Cross

STEM activities

Party space – teen night, dances, poetry night

Younger kids – free play, creative play

Teen Advisory Board

Game room – pool, ping pong, foosball, snack bar, video games, darts

Simple games – foursquare, marbles, jacks

Theme night – pick-up volleyball, kickball, whiffle ball, open night

Indoor/outdoor turf

Tyler’s Lighthouse – Drug-free identity, drug-free club 

Room outside to grow/expand – nature trails, bike trails

E-gaming space (OSU)

Green screen, recording studios

Small rooms for group projects, homework – online sign-up

Opportunity for local art – kid or adult – sculpture garden – selfies, digital art (civic center) 
 – Connect with county artists

Parent/children cooking classes

Community garden

Outdoor performance space (garage doors, indoor/outdoor)

Donor benches, donor wall
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ICE FOCUS GROUP 

June 18 Meeting Notes

Sled hockey, figure skating, ice hockey. Teen nights, open skating.

Chillers – owned/operated by JMAC (Blue Jackets ownership group). 

Dublin – end of 25-year lease with The Chiller.

Chillers lose money but build fan base for Blue Jackets. Not looking to build rinks, but rather operate them.

Worthington Chiller closing, meaning region is down one sheet of ice. 

Includes other high schools – adult hockey leagues – 200 teams. 

Community Member – Chiller manager. Said he would be willing to help manage. Public/private partnership a must. 
Brian Heck – Springfield assistant manager (facility considered successful; half percent sales tax in Springfield to pay 
for facility). Would push risk to Chiller, they do programming. 

Start with one sheet with option to expand. Build seating for 300 to 400? Seating important for tournaments. 
Easton short on seating. “Don’t build it like Easton.”

3 Ice options (only ice, not building over it):

1) Packaged air/cooling system – outdoor system, $1.6 million construction, $85,000 annual operation cost, 
lifespan of 15-20 years.

2) Indoor system, 1,000 SF for equipment, $2 million up front, $60,000 annual operation cost, lifespan of 25-
30 years.

3) Ammonia system, indoor, 1,000 SF, higher efficiency, $2 million up front, $60,000 annual operation cost, 
lifespan of 30-35 years.

Better to spend money up front than to replace more often.

No pro shop, but would need area for skate rental, blade sharpening, laces.

Ice storage facility an option, giant vats of ice, allows for use of off-hour electricity, which saves on operating costs. 
Could also partner with SCP for solar project.
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YOUTH SPORTS FOCUS GROUP

June 18, 2018 Meeting Note

PYAA- Pickerington Youth Athletic Association

PASA- Pickerington Area Soccer Association

PYAA – all sports except soccer. Rely on schools, good working relationship with schools. They utilize all schools 
except high school. Every week night and weekend.

Full size court – one side of bleachers (not double-sided).

Pay-to-play – other sports. Pay with advertisements, fundraisers, one family donates time for concessions.

Community Member – represents Boys and Girls Golf and boosters at High School. Golf pays to play, uses 
Turnberry (school pays half).

Baseball and softball – only practices on school fields (no games, soccer at Sycamore Creek). 4-6 softball teams. 
They have lockable containers for equipment. Hard to find space for basketball practice (half court not enough 
space).

Restrooms a problem when practicing outdoors.

Biggest complaint with PASA facility is parking capacity (condition of lot). Restrooms are always broken. 1 person 
who schedules all practices/games.

PYAA – Lacrosse: Peace United Methodist Church is only place they practice.

Predator Baseball Field – can’t just walk on. 

Golf – North practices at Pine Hill, Central at Turnberry.

Basketball – must turn kids away due to not enough space. 3rd to 8th grade, over 1,000 kids. 4 to 5 games at school 
on Saturdays. Doors are sometimes locked at school, janitors not always there to unlock doors, can’t monitor kids in 
halls. PYAA pays for janitor, city pays for police.

Volleyball – Mostly girls.

Concerns with number of lines on court (Groveport has a lot).

More cheerleading than gymnastics. They use PYAA space. Sometimes meet at the shopping center behind DQ. 
Linda Baker – cheerleading coach. 

Tumbling space? Separate from gym?

Putting green and drop-down net for golf (driving). Indoor synthetic field an idea (golf, soccer, baseball).

Gyms in area do not have racquetball courts.

Youth training (younger than 13). Janet said Plano, TX said they tried one there (private sector usually takes care of 
this; costs a lot). 

Sports injury rehab area?
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MOMS AND TOTS FOCUS GROUP

June 19, 2018 Meeting Notes

Drive to Westerville for swim lessons, Buckeye Lake for gymnastics (private). Half an hour drive. Dance classes in 
Pickerington.

Indoor pool in Worthington. Better price point, but more driving. Swim lessons in Worthington.

Swim lessons in Gahanna (Y). Offer year-round swim lessons (common theme). Garver Y swim lessons not great. 
Heated pool for swim lessons is attractive. Outdoor kid pad in Gahanna good – kid pool toys.

Activities through Parks and Rec have been good (Sporties for Shorties). Would like one location for all events.

Music classes – Nationwide Children’s, not offered in Pickerington (price an issue).

Open gym (Westerville) – one person said they would like this.

Carroll Library – sensory program. Would like to see some sort of sensory play area.

Library doesn’t have kids program every day.

No dance in Pickerington during the week – going to New Albany. Looking for place where whole family can be, 
even if doing different activities. 

Not a lot of options in Pickerington for mid-younger kids. 

Camps during the day are hard – longer programming in summer. Some do want options during the day (different 
schedules).

Mom’s Groups don’t meet here because there is no place to take kids.

Splash pad mixed with pool in Pickerington is good, but older kids too rowdy. Pool over capacity. Zero entry a good 
thing. This group thinks there is enough demand for another outdoor pool.

Heath Pool (20 minutes away) has different pools at different temperatures. Outdoor baby pool. $10 price for whole 
family a good option.

Idea for splash pad that is indoors or partially indoors.

Idea for class where every week they try a new thing – introductions to things.

Toddler class time slots – Gymboree. Adjustable playground good idea (kids don’t get bored if it changes).

Mom’s Groups meet at various locations – often people’s houses. Mom’s day out? Date night? Friday night family 
fun night?

Theater for toddlers? No words, show for toddlers (Aha!).

Need streamlined website where people can see schedule/sign up all in one location. 

Need activities for dads as well.

Balance of kids releasing energy vs. low-energy activities (active-passive).
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SENIOR FOCUS GROUP

June 19, 2018 Meeting Notes

Senior Center group started in 1979, building was built in 1985. 

3 out of 12 attendees are members of the Senior Center.

Senior Center does not meet physical needs of area seniors (does have some programs, such as dancing, 
kickboxing). Possible 2,700 SF expansion for senior center. Current issue with space and multiple activities (people 
passing through).  Card players go to multiple centers. 893 total members of senior center, 72 over the age of 90. 
Want to keep current facility.

Designed originally as fellowship hall. They do crafting, square dancing, educational classes, trips and tax help.

Meals on Wheels helpful (Lancaster).

Technology at Senior Center needs to be better. Younger senior looking for more technology, virtual seminars, 
yoga, cooking classes, wellness classes.

Most have lived in the Violet Township area for over 20 years. Majority have children/grandchildren in the area.

Looking for year-round swimming, meeting rooms (civic association), kitchen space (senior center does have full 
commercial kitchen), running/jogging track (above basketball court? No place to walk currently).

Emulate Groveport active area – senior center looks great (someone mentioned it was too small) but parking is a 
problem. Someone mentioned Westerville Community Center. 

Need community center for kids who don’t play sports.

Don’t build what we already have: senior center, outdoor fields (let PYAA/PASA handle that).

Concerns with closing of Field House – Don’t let community center be overrun by schools.

Possibly include a membership for walking track only.

Doesn’t like Pickerington/Refugee road location – traffic a concern.

Don’t mix 12-year old youth with seniors.

Lots of competition for indoor swimming. Seniors use leisure pools more than lap pools – exercise pools.
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SITE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FOCUS GROUP

June 27, 2018 Meeting Notes

Criteria for site selection – Access, visibility, Economic Development impact on surrounding area, connectivity, cost 
of land, “developability” (utility access, soil, slope), proximity to schools, future growth, expandability, competition 
for services already provided (Janet: fitness component typically about 10% of community centers).

Community Member – strongly looking at Refugee Road area. They own property not far away. Kroger doing well 
in that area, people coming from farther East than they expected. Half of school population in range from that area, 
2,200 new homes going into nearby subdivisions.

Committee members agree that they don’t want center near SR 256. Refugee Road area is where the growth is, as 
well as the schools. Refugee Road is lesser of two evils.

Kroger and Cardo’s have done a good job supporting both schools.

One comment: If center is within walking distance of either school there will be problems.

Community Member does not think a levy in perpetuity would pass.

Comment that the school shut down the Field House for public use.

Is there a place with a lot of trees that would be more aesthetically pleasing?

Would it be possible to look into two sites for negotiating purposes?
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AQUATICS TRENDS IN THE UNITED STATES

Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study  Appendix

When developing tomorrow’s vision for aquatic programming, it is important to understand traditional uses and 
trends in aquatic programs. Trends evolve in the aquatic industry as swimming expectations evolve. While national 
surveys continually rank swimming as a favorite recreational sport, today’s aquatic centers incorporate recreation 
swimming and wellness pools to augment revenue of competitive swimming, thereby creating multi-generational 
facilities through shared expenses. 

Contemporary aquatic centers are fully ADA accessible, allowing everyone to benefit from aquatic activities. 
Compliance with the 2010 Standards for Accessible Design specifically states that all pools larger than 300 linear 
feet of pool wall perimeter need at least two accessible means of entry, one of which needs to be either a pool lift 
or a sloped entry. The secondary means of entry can be either a lift or sloped entry, or pool access stairs, transfer 
system, or transfer wall. Pools with less than 300 linear feet of pool wall perimeter need one accessible means of 
entry, either a pool lift or sloped entry. Spas need one entry, which can be either a pool lift, transfer system or 
a transfer wall. As more athletes cross train with water fitness components and more doctors recommend water 
rehabilitation for injured, overweight diabetic, and aging patients, multi-generational aquatic centers are inclusive of 
the entire community. 

The following describes national trends for four aquatic user groups: lessons and fitness, water wellness, recreation, 
and competitive swimmers. The descriptions make evident the very different requirements for each of these aquatic 
user groups when planning and designing an aquatic facility.

LESSONS AND FITNESS ENTHUSIASTS

SWIM LESSONS

According to the Centers for Disease Control, more than one in five people who 
die from drowning are children age 14 and younger. For every child who dies from 
drowning, another four receive emergency care for nonfatal submersion injuries, 
which can cause brain damage that may result in long-term disabilities, including 
memory problems, learning disabilities, and permanent loss of basic functioning. 1

Drowning Prevention is essential for children and adults, whether living in areas with natural bodies of water 
or simply being invited to pool parties. With more than one available pool in an aquatic center, lessons can be 
maximized so that a large number of residents can be taught to swim. Ideally, water depth for instruction should 
accommodate young participants to stand comfortably in the water. Recreation pools easily provide this preference. 
Deeper competition pools offer moveable floors or other means of altering water depth for instructional purposes. 

A well-run water lesson program is essential in introducing young swimmers to safe aquatic skills that can be 
used throughout their lives. By offering the community a comfortable, controlled aquatic environment, swimming 
and diving lessons can become an enjoyable learning experience. There are many different types of water safety 
lessons that can teach children not only how to swim and dive but how to survive in adverse water conditions. From 
small water craft instruction to learn to swim, water safety is an integral part of any community. Many will go on to 
formal competitive aquatic programs in school or age-group swimming programs. Some will excel to become state 
champions. Benefits such as scholarship offers may occur when a swimmer or diver selects a college, which could 
lead to national-level competition.  
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ENTRAPMENTS

Aware of 74 cases of body entrapments, including 13 confirmed deaths between 
January 1990 and August 2004, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
reported the deaths were the result of drowning after the body or limb was held 
against the drain by the suction of the circulation pump. The incidents occurred in 
both residential and public settings. 2  Subsequently, a new federal pool and spa 
safety law was signed by former President George W. Bush on December 19, 2007. 
The Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and Spa Safety Act requires all public pools and 
spas to have safety drain covers, and in certain circumstances, an anti-entrapment 
system. 3  The goal of the law is to improve the safety of all pools and spas by increasing the use of layers of 
protection and promoting uninterrupted supervision to prevent child entrapments and drownings.

When teaching outside standard lesson, some classes mimic the natural environment through instructor creativity 
(i.e., creating wave action with hands and arms to mimic river tides), while others simply require small children to 
memorize what they would do in a situation where drowning is likely, and then enact memorized skills with an 
instructor present. 

LIFEGUARDING AND CPR

Water rescue skills and CPR are typically taught to all lifeguards. However, water 
rescue and CPR skill education is integral to the community because families are the 
true lifeguards of one another whether at the beach or a backyard pool. Often, such 
courses are sponsored by the Red Cross, Ellis and Associates, and other providers of 
safety training. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT LESSON USERS 

School districts are often valuable contributors to help efficiently program aquatic 
facilities. Potential programming might embrace swim lessons for elementary 
students, lifeguarding classes, physical education classes, therapy for high school 
athletes, and other joint partnership agreements to aid in directing area children 
to learn to swim. Aquatic sports (diving, water polo, synchronized swimming, 
underwater hockey, etc.) can contribute to the overall use of the facility as well as 
fitness use by faculty, special education therapy, and recreation. In addition, an 
aquatic facility may provide aquatic opportunities to pre-school children cared for by 
private daycare providers.

AQUATIC FITNESS 

The more often the pool can be utilized for group activities for participants and 
spectators, the more likely the aquatic facility will be “alive” day in and day out. 
The types of activities that tend to draw a crowd are participatory, measurable, 
exciting, and often challenging – but not always so challenging that only the elite 
can participate. Activities can be tailored to different ages, sizes, and/or skill levels. 

The industry has responded to the continued popularity of aquatic fitness by 
creating a wide range of activities with related devices and equipment for a greater 
diversity of water-based aqua exercise options. Aerobic dancing, walking, and 
running in shallow and deep-water environments, including current channels for 
walking against the current, are just a few of the choices available to people wishing 
to add less stressful elements of a cross-training regimen or even to use aqua 
aerobics for their entire fitness program. Additionally, businesses might sponsor or 
subsidize aquatic fitness as part of their employee wellness training discipline. 
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Aquatic fitness also remains one of the most popular forms of exercise among senior adults. Data taken from the 
National Center for Health Statistics shows lifetime expectancy is up 30 years since 1900. 4  The older adult market 
spans four generations from the Progressive Era 1900-1928, Depression Era 1929-1939, WWII Era 1940-1945, and 
Baby Boomers 1946-1964. The older adult market can be a large, affluent market willing to participate in water 
fitness, wellness programming, and other recreation opportunities. This diverse age group from 55 to 90+ includes 
sub-groups of which some are still working, some have children in college, and some are focusing on retirement, 
grandkids, and wellness. Consequently, seniors can be willing, enthusiastic participants if certain requirements are 
met. They typically feel uncomfortable in an environment with teens and generally respond better to strictly defined 
programming of well-structured activities such as water aerobics, arthritis water exercise, water walking, physical 
therapy, adult swim lessons, ‘Save a Life’ workshops, lap swimming, and Master’s swimming.

AQUATIC EXERCISE TRENDS

AquaBata Shallow
Take advantage of the latest trend in fitness to deliver the next level of training to your aquatic programs. High 
Intensity Interval Training (HIIT), including the specialized Tabata format, transitions into the water with high-
powered results. Minimal choreography, maximal results – AquaBata training is the hottest workout in the pool that 
attracts a younger market, including men! AquaBata….for an Aqua Body!

Aquatic Cardio Programs
Discover the key concepts necessary to create safe, effective and enjoyable shallow water aerobic programs. 
Creative sequencing, smooth transitions and movement variations will help leaders to develop a unique style of 
choreography or movement progression. All aquatic professionals can benefit from this hands-on application of the 
physical properties of water in various cardio class formats.

Aquatic Circuit Applications 2 
Circuit training can open your pool to a wide array of training options that are time efficient and fun.  Part 2 of this 
popular workshop offers all new ideas for creative circuit training in shallow water, along with suggestions for deep-
water formats. Explore instructor-guided and self-guided methods to provide optimum results for your pool, your 
participants and your teaching personality.  Innovative ideas fuse cardio and resistance training to help participants 
achieve fitness goals.

Aquatic Interval Applications
Create dynamic interval formats for the pool that can be adjusted for various ages and abilities through Work: 
Recovery ratios, movement tempos, exercise choices and impact options. This interactive workshop will assist you 
in developing motivating aquatic interval programs to enhance training results for participants and allow you to lead 
the workout safely & effectively from the pool deck.

Aquatic Kick Boxing
Explore innovative, safe and effective aquatic Kick Boxing! This program is great for group fitness instructors, small 
group fitness leaders, trainers and coaches! This interactive non-stop format includes movement modifications and 
adaptations for the pool. Learn basics and beyond to successfully build techniques into programs for all ages and 
fitness levels. Explore the benefits of three modalities; stand-alone training, combination programming and multi-
sport fitness workout options.

Boot Camp Deep 
Take your boot camp to the deep and experience suspended training with a high intensity, non-choreographed 
workout. Learn how to employ a variety of body positions (vertical, horizontal and diagonal), as well as specific 
training drills that utilize the pool wall. Command attention in your deep-water classes with challenging formats 
geared for advanced training. Lower intensity modifications will be discussed.
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Boot Camp Shallow
Ten-hut! Push participants past training plateaus with a platoon of shallow water training designed to target fitness 
components of agility, balance, coordination and speed in addition to cardio capacity. This no-nonsense workout 
formula delivers high-intensity training options, with and without equipment, to maximize results. Training tactics 
may not be suitable for beginning exercisers, persons with special needs or those unwilling to get their hair wet.

Core Training + Stretch Techniques 
Dive into a pool of core training techniques that include standing, traveling and buoyant options to develop 
dynamic strength for improved function. Learn options with, and without, equipment to meet a variety of goals 
and successfully target all skill levels. Flow into a sampler of stretching techniques – static, dynamic and equipment 
assisted options. From relaxing mind-body options for warm waters to fluid movements for cool pools, learn how to 
remain flexible in all environments!

Deeper Applications 2
Dive deeper into aquatic programming applications by taking advantage of current trends in fitness.  Deeper 
Applications 2 offers updated information and creative new fitness formats to promote continued progression in 
your deep-water classes and personal training sessions.  Experience suspended high intensity interval training (HIIT) 
concepts, including the Tabata protocol, which effectively target the cardio system while challenging the core.

H2O Body Sculpting & Resistance Training
Add resistance, through the use of equipment and body positions, to create a shallow-water fitness program that 
targets muscular strength & endurance, range of motion and balance skills. Learn how to effectively integrate both 
impacting and grounded techniques to accommodate various fitness levels, as well as different pool considerations, 
such as water depth and temperature! This high-powered workout explores another level of training with controlled 
resistance.

Next Level Noodle
Take your aquatic class to the next level with creative cardio, targeted toning, and core concepts…all with the pool 
noodle. Explore all impact levels (grounded, propulsion & levels I, II, III) and modifications for all ability levels in this 
fun- focused, total body conditioning class.

PiYoChi Cardio Intervals
A motivating interval format integrates Pilates & Yoga techniques with cardio training to create mind-body pro- 
gramming suitable for cooler water temperatures (83-86 F). Pilates’ concepts target the “powerhouse” muscles of 
the core; Yoga focuses on alignment, awareness and breath control; cardio components burn calories and keep 
the participant warm. Expand group exercise and personal training options with this functional fusion of training 
principles for the pool!

Rated M for Mature 
This Aquatic Aerobic & Resistance Program (AARP) is fun, targets function, and provides fundamental exercises 
for the mature market. Baby Boomers and beyond want a training program that meets their needs and interests, 
while accommodating special concerns, such as fear of falling. Develop purposeful movement to achieve balance, 
coordination, mental awareness, posture, and range of motion needed for active lifestyles, as well as independent 
living.

Successful Senior Strategies
Aquatic programming that targets the senior population spells success! From marketing and promotion to music 
and motivation, every concept of program design, development and implementation must be considered. Explore 
this creative collection of pool programs that are perfect for the older adult market: Circuits with Class; Interval 
Integration; Water Walk 101; Strong, Stretched & Senior. Take home four complete programs and ideas for getting 
started…successfully!



59Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study  Appendix

Upper Body, Core & More
Heat up your shallow water classes with an array of upper body and core training applications. Learn how to apply 
fun, force and function to basic arm patterns building progressions for all goals and abilities. Next, explore how to 
integrate unilateral and bilateral upper body moves and impact variations for core training benefits. Finally, put it all 
together with and without equipment for endless combinations.

Aquatic programming accommodates beginner lessons that graduate to higher levels of intensity and skill. The 
following provides a snapshot of popular aquatic fitness programs.

• Finning: This active swimming program requires training fins or flippers and utilizes fitness lap lanes of a pool. 
The kicking and pulling enhances conditioning and toning. 

• Scuba and Snorkeling: These lessons are growing in popularity (possibly due to the increase of environmental 
professions) and typically start in swimming pools. 

• Scuba Rangers: Scuba and snorkeling skills are taught to kids 8 to 12 while using underwater flashlights, 
navigation compasses, and underwater photography. 

• Underwater Hockey:  According to USOA Underwater Hockey, “The pool should be 25-meters by 15-meters 
and two-meters deep all the way across, but anything will do, even slopes (just change ends at half-time). Lead 
weights and three meters of rope can be used as goals, though the sound of the puck thunking into the back of 
a metal goal is very satisfying and should be experienced.”  

• Water Polo: Dimensions of a water polo pool are not fixed and can vary between 20 by 10 and 30 by 20 meters. 
Minimum water depth must be at least six feet. The goals are three meters wide and 90 centimeters high. 

• Kayak Polo: This sport involves water polo being played from kayaks. According to Carolina Kayak Polo, “It is 
difficult to describe the passion and excitement that is created when a kayak water polo game is in progress. The 
participants—speeding the length of the pool weaving through the opponent’s lines of defense and spinning in 
their kayaks to receive a pass—create a fast and thrilling event.” 

• Water Basketball: Ideated in 1986 by Italian teacher, Francesco Rizzuto, this sport is a mixture of basketball and 
water polo. When designing a pool, full court water basketball is more challenging when tile lines are encrypted 
into the floor of the pool. 

• Water Volleyball: Portable and floatable aqua water volleyball sets come complete with two net positions, two 
anchor bags, and a staked floating perimeter boundary. 

• Triathlons: These athletic competitions, which the contestants compete in three different events to find the best 
all-around athlete, typically consist of swimming, cycling, and running.

• Kayak and Canoe Clubs: Due to the popularity of Extreme Sports, kayak and canoe clubs are growing in 
popularity and use large pools for training. 

Swim lessons, lap swimming, water jogging, deep-water aerobics, lifesaving instruction, diving lessons, survival 
swimming, synchronized swimming, water polo, underwater hockey, and scuba instruction can take place in a 
competitive/lesson/training pool, which frees up the recreation pool for swimmers who want to use the play 
features. Fitness classes are usually offered in the morning, at lunchtime, and in the early evening. Instructor 
information and/or training can be acquired through organizations such as the Arthritis Foundation; American 
Red Cross; Aquatic Exercise Association; American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance 
(AAHPERD); and United States Water Fitness.
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AQUATIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

Aquatic therapy is rehabilitation performed in warm water and involves physical 
activity of exercise and motion in the presence of a licensed aquatic physical 
therapist. Warm water may increase the dynamics of blood pressure and blood 
and lymph circulation as well as decreasing swelling in skin and other tissues. 
Participation in an aquatic therapy program offers improvement in:

• Overall health and fitness

• Stretching capacity

• Range of motion

• Movement capabilities

• Coordination

• Physical stamina and endurance

• Swimming skills, safety, and abilities 

Though many people who use aquatic therapy are enthusiasts of meditation or massage, some are looking for 
rehabilitating or improving a certain level of health. The Aquatic Exercise Association certifies instructors to teach 
Arthritis Foundation Arthritis Programs. Many participants in these programs report reduced arthritis symptoms, 
including increased mobility and decreased pain and stiffness. 5  New studies by the Aquatic Exercise Association 
suggest that the management of bone density can be facilitated by water exercise. 6  When moderate exercise 
is recommended for obese patients, the low-gravity qualities of aquatic therapy can be very appealing to this 
user group. Over the past several years, water exercise programs have multiplied in health clubs, pain clinics, and 
hospitals. Users include:

• Injured Athletes: Athletic trainers and sports medicine physicians are prescribing aquatic therapy as a 
rehabilitative/preventive fitness program. 

• Post-Operative Patients and the Disabled: Includes patients with physical ramifications such as spinal 
dysfunctions, post-operative muscle toning, injuries, and arthritis.

• Arthritis Sufferers: The Arthritis Foundation certifies instructors to teach arthritis exercises such as Rusty Hinges 
and Joint Effort.

• Aging Baby Boomers: Some 70 million strong, “boomers” invented the fitness movement and show no sign of 
abandoning it as they age, especially in warm water pools.

• Obese Patients: More doctors are prescribing aquatic physical therapy for overweight issues. 

• Pregnant Women: Effects of the low resistance of water exercise is soothing to this user group. 

• Meditation Enthusiasts: Fans of mind and body movements enjoy immersing in warm water pools to complete 
the tranquil state of meditation.
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KEY COMPONENTS OF AQUATIC THERAPY CENTERS

Aquatic physical therapy centers are growing in necessity for rejuvenation and social wellness for rehabilitation 
needs and developmental disorders. Colorful environments and interactive water is a stimulating, effective, and 
cathartic treatment, while specific design elements are ultimately inspired by the rehabilitative needs of patients. 
Key components include:

• Warm pool water capability with fast pool turnovers.

• High-quality water chemical treatment systems, including dual sanitization 
methods and an appropriately designed HVAC/DH system.

• Easy access from the parking lot to the locker rooms, pool deck, and into the 
pool.

• Ample space in locker rooms and wider pool deck for wheelchairs, walkers, dry 
and wet equipment, and dry-side therapy.

• In-water amenities such as perimeter railings, aerobic steppers, treadmills, 
underwater benches, and ramps.

• Flexible pool depths for multiple programmatic needs.

• Aesthetically pleasing and light-filled private spaces.

RECREATION SWIMMERS

Successful aquatic centers combine creative water play areas for various age groups in a safe, friendly atmosphere. 
While aquatic recreation has become much more age-defined, attractions have age limitations and appropriateness 
due to elements of thrill and capabilities. Tots enjoy shallow pools with gentle water features and play areas tucked 
securely out of the way of the more active areas. Once children grow out of the tot stage, they enjoy romping in 
zero-depth recreation pools, making their adventurous way across lily pad walks, and climbing on participatory 
play features with “just-their-size” waterslides. Older children speed down flume and drop slides and enjoy larger 
water play structures. Teens enjoy gathering spots like action islands with access to deep water pools and more 
adventurous waterslides. Lazy rivers and current channels cater to most demographics while spas and lap lanes are 
geared towards adults.

RECREATIONAL AQUATIC NATIONAL TRENDS BY AGE GROUP

Age Group Recreational Aquatic Age-Group National Trends

Age 0-3 Tot pool, tot slides, gentle spray features

Age 4-7 Water sprayground, zero-depth pool, participatory play features, sand play

Age 8-11 Water walks, large play structures, full-size waterslides, open water

Age 12-16 Water walks, large waterslides, open water, lazy river, gathering places, sand volleyball, mat 
racer, diving boards

Age 17-22 Action island, intense waterslides, flow rider, mat racer, climbing wall, open water, sand volley-
ball, drop slides, diving boards

Age 23-45 Zero-depth pool (to be w/children), open water, spa, sun deck, lap lanes, lazy river, waterslides, 
diving boards

Age 46+ Spa, sun deck, lap lanes, lazy river, family-friendly waterslides

Source: Counsilman-Hunsaker
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RECREATION POOL FEATURES

Leisure Pool
The free-form leisure pool provides an inviting atmosphere with plenty of shallow 
water from zero-depth to four feet, allowing adults and children to interact for 
hours of splash and play entertainment. With opportunity for many different sizes 
and designs, the leisure pool is a desirable amenity for all age and skill levels where 
various attractions may be incorporated to increase the experience factor, which 
increases attendance, the amount of time spent at the facility, and return visits. 

Zero-Depth Entry
Swimmers enjoy easy access into leisure pools that simulate an ocean beach, where 
the pool bottom slopes gradually toward the deeper water. Instead of jumping 
or climbing into the pool, patrons simply walk in. Lounging in the zero-depth is a 
pleasant way to enjoy the water and sun while watching children at play. 

Participatory Play Feature 
Located within the leisure pool, play features are multi-level, interactive structures 
where children can scamper through spraying water, climb across bridges, scurry 
over and under tunnels, and slide down just-their-size waterslides. As children 
manipulate valves and chains, they control where and when the water sprays will 
occur—all within sight of parents and lifeguards.

Current Channel
A current channel is part of the leisure pool, usually 6-8 feet wide, with water 
traveling at approximately two and a half miles per hour. The channel is very 
popular as a water walking setting for fitness classes or adults seeking non-
programmed exercise, walking with or against the current.

Water Vortex
An interesting area within a leisure pool is a vortex where water jets propel water in 
a circular motion. Children of all ages enjoy swimming in the swirling water where 
the imagination determines the adventure. Depending on the size of the vortex, 
when the pump for the vortex is turned off, this area can provide an instruction 
space for lesson programming for youngsters, classes and activities. 
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Drop Slide
A drop slide offers the thrill of walking up the steps of the waterslide, hearing the 
excitement and splash of water sliders ahead, then sliding down to the water with 
the added bonus of dropping into the pool upon exit in a short freefall.   

Lap Lanes 
Fitness lap swimming and water walking are important to many adults and seniors. 
Opportunities for limited practice and training exist in a two, three or four lane 
25-yard lap pool adjacent to the leisure pool. Additionally, programming can be 
incorporated for lessons and activities. 

Deep Water Diving 
A flexible springboard in 1 meter or 3 meters secured at one end and projecting 
over deep water provides experienced swimmers the challenge of diving. Deep 
water can also be programmed for advanced swim lessons, lifeguard training, 
diving lessons, water safety, water polo, scuba, synchronized swimming lessons, 
and deep water fitness classes.

Climbing Wall
A kids’ climbing wall offers the experience, physical activity, and challenge of 
climbing with the water underneath to cushion the fall. 

Waterslides 
The thrill of mounting the stairs to the exhilaration of sliding down into the water 
makes waterslides a desired attraction. While some slides are straight with a steep 
or gentle gradient, others wind down with sharp enclosed curves or high walls on 
the outside of the curves. Slides can be a long tube or alternate between an open 
chute and closed tube. Experiences can range from family-friendly to surprisingly 
intense.

Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study  Appendix
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COMPETITIVE USER GROUPS

A competition pool must be 25 yards or 25 meters for short-course events and 
50 meters for long-course events. USA Swimming and FINA sanction short-
course 25-meter as well as long-course 50-meter competitions. Depending on 
the level of competition, a minimum of six lanes is required, but eight lanes are 
expected to better allow for larger heats. While almost all 50-meter pools have 
ten lanes, 1 and 10 serve as buffer lanes. National caliber water polo matches 
take place in 30-meter fields of play minimum with at least a 2-meter zone 
behind each goal line. High schools, USA Swimming, the YMCA, and NCAA 
conduct short-course 25-yard competitions. For high school and NCAA events, 
a pool must have a minimum of six lanes, each at least seven feet wide. Several 
current standards require six feet or more of water depth beneath starting 
blocks. While some shallow water is acceptable, water depths of two meters or 
more “is required” as per applicable rules.

High school and college water polo often use 25-yard and 25-meter pools, 
but all high-level meets for USA Water Polo and international events are held 
in 50-meter pools. Water depth of two meters or more “is required” as per 
applicable rules. Synchronized swimming requires a deep, 12-by-25-meter pool 
area. A minimum water depth of 2.5 meters “is required” as per applicable 
rules. National and international events are generally conducted in 50-meter 
pools.

Today, nine governing bodies sanction meets and matches 
in their respective sports, including:

1. USA Swimming

2. National Federation of State High School Associations 
(NFSHSA)

3. National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA)

4. Federation International de Natation Amateur (FINA)

5. USA Water Polo

6. USA Diving

7. USA Synchronized Swimming

8. USA Master’s Swimming 

9. YMCA

DIVING

Many pool operators have decided to remove diving boards for fear of injury to 
patrons. However, with proper water depth and supervision, springboard diving is 
one of the safest sports in existence. No catastrophic diving injuries, recreational or 
competitive, have occurred in pools sanctioned by any of the main governing bodies 
in competitive diving. Diving is an integral aspect of many aquatics programs, being 
found in swimming lessons, recreational swimming, competitive swimming, and of 
course, competitive diving. Diving is a very important skill to learn as a headfirst 
entry into water always poses a safety risk, especially into shallow water. However, racing starts and recreational 
diving can be safely performed, provided that basic precautions are taken. 
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Springboard Diving

• Water depth must be adequate under, in front of, and to the sides of the board. The Y-USA guideline is to 
provide at least 11 feet of water depth for a one-meter board.

• A trained coach should be present for practice and competition, in addition to the lifeguards.

• When the diving facilities are in use, a lifeguard should be specifically stationed in that area to manage the 
activity and to enforce the following rules:

o Only one diver is allowed on the board at a time.

o Only one bounce is allowed at the end of the board.

o Dive or jump directly ahead.

o Exit immediately at the nearest ladder after each entry.

o The hands must enter the water first on all headfirst dives.

RACING DIVES/STARTING BLOCKS

• Most authorities, Y-USA included, now require five feet of water depth for starting block usage.

• Non-springboard diving instruction, whether teaching competitive dives to new swimmers or teaching new 
diving techniques to experienced swimmers, should be performed in no less than nine feet of water.

• Starting blocks should be used only with the direct supervision of a trained coach.

• Starting blocks should be clearly marked as closed when not in use. A cone or cover is suggested on each block 
to keep untrained or unsupervised users off the block.

OPEN SWIM GENERAL RULES

• Diving from the pool deck should not be permitted in less than nine feet of water.

• "No Diving" signs as well as depth markers should be placed conspicuously at the water's edge and at other 
locations in the facility. Lifeguards must strictly enforce this rule.

• Inform new users and outside groups of the diving rules before they enter the water.

HIGH SCHOOL USERS

High school varsity swimming is typically well supported in most communities across 
the U.S.; however, many schools lack the ideal facility for training and competition. 
Because quality pool time is usually scarce in most areas, renting pool time from 
other area facilities can be daunting due to various needs and agendas, thus pool 
availability can diminish as facilities experience capacity. 

High school competitive swimming requirements include: 

• Course length of 25 yards with a minimum width of 45 feet for six 7-foot-wide lanes or 60 feet for eight 7-foot-
wide lanes

• 125 spectator seats

• Pace clocks, stretch cords, mats (for sit-ups, etc.), free weights, medicine balls, weight training equipment, 
kickboards, fins, paddles, pull buoys, and goggles 

Violet Township Community Recreation Center Feasibility Study  Appendix
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USA SWIMMING 

USA Swimming formulates rules, implements policies and procedures, sanctions national championships, 
disseminates safety and sports medicine information, and selects athletes to represent the United States in 
international competitions. USA Swimming has 337,084 year-round members nationwide and sanctions more than 
7,000 events each year. USA Swimming has organized regional and national competitions for age group competitive 
swimming in the United States. The base for popularity is primarily a young age group that begins around age eight 
and peaks at age 11 as shown in the chart below.

2015 YEAR-ROUND ATHLETE MEMBERSHIP

Age
New 

Female
Renew 
Female

Total 
Female

% of 
Total Ath

New 
Male

Renew 
Male

Total 
Male

% of 
Total Ath

Grand 
Total

% of 
Total Ath

8 & Under 11,663 5,760 17,423 5.2% 9,050 4,281 13,331 4.0% 30,754 9.2%

9 7,687 8,052 15,739 4.7% 5,728 5,868 11,596 3.4% 27,335 8.1%

10 7,848 12,336 20,184 6.0% 5,764 8,868 14,632 4.3% 34,816 10.3%

11 4,365 16,147 23,512 7.0% 5,352 11,297 16,649 4.9% 40,161 11.9%

12 5,937 17,857 23,794 7.1% 4,563 12,506 17,069 5.1% 40,863 12.2%

13 4,219 17,778 21,997 6.5% 3,375 11,907 15,282 4.5% 37,279 11.0%

14 2,903 16,274 19,177 5.7% 2,585 11,810 14,395 4.3% 33,572 10.0%

15 1,779 13,535 15,314 4.5% 1,826 10,356 12,182 3.6% 27,496 8.1%

16 1,165 10,761 11,926 3.5% 1,251 8,564 9,815 2.9% 21,741 6.4%

17 709 8,646 9,355 2.8% 924 7,611 8,535 2.5% 17,890 5.3%

18 327 6,174 6,501 1.9% 544 6,218 6,762 2.0% 13,263 3.9%

19 & Over 362 5,029 5,391 1.6% 460 6,063 6,523 1.9% 11,914 3.5%

TOTAL 51,964 138,349 190,313 56.5% 41,422 105,349 146,711 43.4% 337,084

Source: Counsilman-Hunsaker
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ZONES

USA Swimming has four zones subdivided into fourteen regions. The four zones are Eastern, Southern, Central, and 
Western. 

There shall be at least two (2) Spring and one (1) Summer Sectional meets in each Zone.

A. Summer Sectional

1. The Summer Sectional shall be a Long Course meet.

2. The Summer Sectional meet shall be no more than four (4) days long, and shall conclude between eight 
(8) and twenty-two (22) days prior to the U.S. Open or Junior Nationals, whichever comes first.

3. The Summer Sectional meet shall have at least one 18-and-under final heat per individual event.

B. Spring Sectional

1. The Spring Sectional meet should be no more than 3 ½ days long. The dates may vary according to the 
needs of each Zone.

2. The Spring Sectional meet shall have at least one 18-and-under final heat per individual event.

There shall be not more than sixteen (16) Spring and sixteen (16) Summer meets. Sectional Championship dates and 
sites shall be selected by the Sections and approved by the respective Zone Directors.

boundary lines
 Zone 
 LSC 
 State 

USA Swimming

Local Swimming Committees & Zones

SOUTH TEXAS
52

WEST TEXAS
57 NORTH TEXAS

39

LOUISIANA
22

GULF
14
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MISSISSIPPI
30

GEORGIA
13

FLORIDA
11

KENTUCKY
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50

NORTH CAROLINA
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FLORIDA
GOLD
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12

SO
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VIRGINIA
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56

MARYLAND
24
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ATLANTIC

27
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E
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H
E

N
Y

M
O
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N
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IN

4

NIAGARA
36

ADIRO
NDACK

2

NEW
ENGLAND

33

MAINE
23

NEW JERSEY
34

METROPOLITAN
25

CONNECTICUT
10

ALASKA
3

HAWAIIAN
15

LAKE ERIE
21

INDIANA
17

MICHIGAN
26

MICHIGAN

WISCONSIN
59

ILLINOIS
16

MINNESOTA
29

NORTH DAKOTA
38

IOWA
19

SOUTH DAKOTA
51

MIDWESTERN
28

MISSOURI VALLEY
31

OZARK
43

ARKANSAS
5

OKLAHOMA
41

MONTANA
32

WYOMING
60

COLORADO
9

NEW MEXICO
35

ARIZONA
6

UTAH
55

SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA

54

SAN DIEGO-IMPERIAL
47

CENTRAL 
CALIFORNIA

8

SIERRA NEVADA
48P

A
C

IF
IC

44

SNAKE RIVER
49

OREGON
42

INLAND EMPIRE
18

PACIFIC 
NORTHWEST

45
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zone colors
 Western 

 Central 

 Eastern 
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SOUTH TEXAS

52
page #

OK

MN
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40
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United States Masters Swimming
United States Masters Swimming (USMS) programs are open to all adult swimmers (fitness, triathlete, competitive, 
non-competitive) dedicated to improving their fitness through swimming. Founded in 1970, the non-profit 
corporation is organized with 450 clubs throughout the United States. Membership consists of almost 65,000 
swimmers ranging in age from 18 to over 100. Within the clubs, structured workouts offer training assistance for 
specific goals for a healthy lifestyle through camaraderie. Pool and open water races provide opportunities to 
compete and measure individual progress at the local, state, national, and international levels. USMS programs also 
offer stroke and technique clinics, workshops, instruction, and social functions. Competitions are organized by age 
groups of five-year increments (18-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-39, etc. to 95 and over). Events include 50, 100, 200, 500, 
1000 and 1650 freestyle (400, 800 and 1500 in meters); 50, 100 and 200 backstroke, breaststroke and butterfly; and 
100, 200, and 400 individual medleys. There are also freestyle and medley relays for men, women, and/or mixed 
teams. Open water swims are held in most locales during the summer and can range in distance from one to ten 
miles. Special events such as seeing how far you can swim in one hour are contested through the mail. USMS hosts 
two national championship meets a year. A short course (25-yard pool) championship is held in May and a long 
course (50-meter pool) championship is held in August. These four-day events rotate to different locations around 
the country. International championships are conducted periodically by Masters Swim organizations in countries 
throughout the world. 7

Community Swim and Dive Teams
Numerous communities sponsor competitive swimming and diving teams for children and teens. The purpose is to 
offer opportunity to enjoy the healthy fun of swimming; to support individual achievement of personal bests; and to 
promote goal setting, life skills, and sportsmanship. Teams typically adhere to recognized swimming rules and swim 
the standard strokes of swim meets but in shorter lengths. Swimmers with limited or no competitive experience are 
provided stroke conditioning clinics as a recommended alternative. Teams are usually more active in the warmer 
months, and not directly associated with a national swim organization. Many swimmers who begin their competitive 
swimming experience on a local swim team proceed to join nationally governed teams. 

Pool Rental
Competitive swimmers, particularly members of independent swimming associations, are accustomed to renting 
lane space for training as well as leasing entire facilities, either for long-term use or on a one- to three-day basis for 
special events and competitions.  Although there is more than one accepted way to receive fees from swim teams, 
pool lane rental is usually based on cost per lane/per hour. Entire facilities leased on a per-day basis generally 
have a fixed schedule of costs for such use.  Long-term facility leases are generally the product of negotiation and, 
accordingly, are too varied and specialized for consideration in the context of this study. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE METRICS
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Homecoming Parade, 1920
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DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS

Market Area Income

PER CAPITA INCOMES MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES

RADIUS DOLLARS INDEX DOLLARS INDEX

0 to 3 Miles $37,518 1.42 $93,821 1.78

3 to 5 Miles $30,626 1.16 $67,802 1.29

5 to 10 Miles $27,211 1.03 $54,093 1.03

10 to 15 Miles $30,837 1.17 $50,325 0.96

15 to 25 Miles $33,377 1.26 $60,755 1.16

Total U.S. $26,464 1.00 $52,599 1.00

Source: Alteryx
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Market Area Age Distribution

0 TO 3 MILES 3 TO 5 MILES 5 TO 10 MILES 10 TO 15 MILES 10 TO 15 MILES 10 TO 15 MILES
U.S. AGE

POPULATIONAGE GROUPS # % # % # % # % # % # %

Age 0-4 1,558 4.9% 4,131 7.7% 17,122 7.6% 24,539 7.1% 67,309 6.6% 1,250 6.4% 6.5%

Age 5-9 2,175 6.8% 4,272 8.0% 16,638 7.4% 23,014 6.6% 64,297 6.3% 1,638 8.4% 6.5%

Age 10-14 2,673 8.4% 4,053 7.6% 15,694 7.0% 22,559 6.5% 61,892 6.1% 1,711 8.8% 6.6%

Age 15-19 2,827 8.9% 3,647 6.8% 13,837 6.2% 21,460 6.2% 67,209 6.6% 1,677 8.6% 6.9%

SUBTOTAL 9,233 29.0% 16,103 30.0% 63,291 28.2% 91,572 26.4% 260,707 25.7% 6,276 32.1% 26.5%

Age 20-24 1,820 5.7% 2,981 5.6% 11,399 5.1% 19,521 5.6% 80,756 8.0% 1,109 5.7% 7.1%

Age 25-29 1,370 4.3% 3,960 7.4% 17,375 7.7% 28,908 8.3% 93,759 9.3% 1,018 5.2% 6.8%

Age 30-34 1,522 4.8% 4,252 7.9% 16,551 7.4% 25,971 7.5% 78,985 7.8% 1,280 6.5% 6.6%

Age 35-39 1,917 6.0% 4,160 7.8% 15,764 7.0% 23,250 6.7% 69,020 6.8% 1,630 8.3% 6.3%

Age 40-44 2,292 7.2% 4,005 7.5% 15,230 6.8% 22,435 6.5% 64,907 6.4% 1,583 8.1% 6.8%

Age 45-49 2,620 8.2% 3,703 6.9% 14,811 6.6% 22,619 6.5% 63,870 6.3% 1,449 7.4% 7.1%

Age 50-54 2,703 8.5% 3,426 6.4% 15,298 6.8% 24,462 7.0% 65,574 6.5% 1,325 6.8% 7.3%

Age 55-59 2,472 7.8% 3,150 5.9% 14,823 6.6% 23,457 6.8% 63,237 6.2% 1,152 5.9% 6.5%

Age 60-64 2,001 6.3% 2,630 4.9% 12,459 5.5% 19,345 5.6% 53,231 5.3% 921 4.7% 5.7%

Age 65-69 1,611 5.1% 2,118 3.9% 10,098 4.5% 15,756 4.5% 42,532 4.2% 739 3.8% 4.2%

Age 70-74 1,018 3.2% 1,284 2.4% 6,752 3.0% 10,884 3.1% 27,640 2.7% 454 2.3% 3.1%

Age 75-79 607 1.9% 857 1.6% 4,783 2.1% 7,866 2.3% 19,576 1.9% 285 1.5% 2.4%

Age 80-84 348 1.1% 514 1.0% 3,128 1.4% 5,413 1.6% 13,946 1.4% 169 0.9% 1.9%

Age 85+ 289 0.9% 499 0.9% 2,745 1.2% 5,594 1.6% 15,368 1.5% 155 0.8% 1.9%

TOTAL 31,823 100.0% 53,642 100.0% 224,507 100.0% 347,053 100.0% 1,013,108 100.0% 19,545 100.0% 100%

Median Age 40.1 34.4 36.1 36.6 34.5 35.3 37.0

Source: Alteryx
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Market Area Population by Distance

POPULATION AVERAGE ANNUAL CHANGE

2010 2015 2020 2010-2015 2016-2020

RADIUS
NUMBER
(000'S)

PERCENT 
OF TOTAL

NUMBER
(000'S)

PERCENT 
OF TOTAL

NUMBER
(000'S)

PERCENT 
OF TOTAL

NUMBER
(000'S)

PERCENT 
CHANGE

NUMBER
(000'S)

PERCENT 
CHANGE

0 to 3 Miles 30.4 1.9% 31.9 1.9% 35.3 2.0% 0.3 1.0% 0.7 2.1%

3 to 5 Miles 50.3 3.1% 53.7 3.2% 61.2 3.5% 0.7 1.3% 1.5 2.7%

5 to 10 Miles 207.8 12.8% 224.3 13.4% 239.8 13.8% 3.3 1.5% 3.1 1.3%

SUBTOTAL 288.5 17.8% 309.9 18.6% 336.3 19.3% 4.3 1.4% 5.3 1.6%

10 to 15 Miles 321.9 19.8% 346.2 20.7% 359.1 20.6% 4.9 1.5% 2.6 0.7%

15 to 25 Miles 1,013.1 62.4% 1,013.1 60.7% 1,048.5 60.1% 0.0 0.0% 7.1 0.7%

SUBTOTAL 1,335.0 82.2% 1,359.3 81.4% 1,407.6 80.7% 4.9 0.4% 9.7 0.7%

TOTAL (0-25 MILES) 1,623.5 100.0% 1,669.2 100.0% 1,744.0 100.0% 9.1 0.6% 15.0 0.9%

Source: Alteryx
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SUMMARY OF 2016 SURVEY

Exhibit C
Executive Summary:  

Recreation and Leisure
Needs Assessment Survey 

for Our Community
(The City of Pickerington 

and Violet Township)

1
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 Purpose and Methodology 

 Overview of What We Learned 

 Key Findings By Topic Areas

 Conclusions/Recommendations

 Input on Next Steps

2

ETC is a National Leader in Market Research 
for Local Governmental Organizations

…helping city and county governments gather and use survey data 
to enhance organizational performance for more than 30 years

3

More than 2,050,000 Persons surveyed since 2006 for more than 
850 communities in 49 States, including hundreds of 

parks and recreation needs assessments 

 To objectively assess usage, satisfaction, and needs for 
a wide ranges of recreation facilities and programs  

 To identify opportunities to better serve the leisure 
and recreation needs of the community

4

 Survey Description
 The survey was 5 pages and took 15 minutes for most to complete

 Method of Administration  
 Mailed to 4,000 households
 Residents were allowed to completed the survey by mail, phone 

and/or the internet
 The respondents home address were used to validate responses to 

be sure they were eligible to participate

 Contractual goal was to complete 600 surveys including  300 
from the north and 300 from the south.  The actual number 
of completed surveys was 1001.
 503 from the north 
 498 from the south 

 Confidence level:  95%,  Margin of error:  +/- 3%
 Confidence level is high because of the high response rate and 

the great representation across key demographic categories
5
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Good Representation by 
Age

6

18 - 34
18%

35 - 44
26%

45 - 54
26%

55 - 64
18%

65+
12%

By % of respondents

Good Representation by 
Years of Residency

5 or 
less
21%

6 to 10
18%

11 to 15
17%

16 to 20
13%

21 to 
30

20%

31 +
11%

Good Representation By AGE GROUP IN HOUSEHOLD

7

Under Age 5
9%

Ages 5 - 9
9%

Ages 10 - 14
9%

Ages 15 - 19
9%

Ages 20 - 24
6%

Ages 25 - 34
12%

Ages 35 -44
14%

Ages 45 - 54
14%

Ages 55 - 64
9%

Ages 65 - 74
6%

Ages 75 +
3%

By % of 
respondents

Good Representation by 
GENDER

8

By % of respondents

Male
47%

Female
53%

High % of Respondents 
VOTED in the Past 2 Years

Yes
94%

No
6%

9

1. Assessment of the current market for recreation and 
leisure

2. Satisfaction with the availability of leisure and recreation 
opportunities

3. Needs and priorities for facilities and activities
4. Needs and priorities for indoor recreation
5. Library issues
6. Community center support
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 There are opportunities to increase satisfaction with the availability 
of leisure and recreation opportunities in the community
 Satisfaction is lowest among households with children

 The top priorities for Facility/Activity Improvements should be:
 Indoor Recreation Facilities
 Walking and Biking Trails
 Neighborhood Parks
 Swimming Areas

 There is strong support for a new community center.  This includes an 
interest in using the facility and a willingness to contribute financially.

 The top priorities for Indoor Recreation Improvements should be:
 Indoor Leisure Swimming Pools
 Indoor Walking and Jogging Track
 Cardiovascular Fitness Equipment Areas
 Lap Lanes for Swimming Lessons and Exercise 10 11

More than one-third (37%) were dissatisfied with the availability 
of leisure opportunities

Very Satisfied
6%

Satisfied
29%

Neutral
28%

Dissatisfied
25%

Very 
Dissatisfied

12%

Satisfaction with the Availability of Leisure and Recreation 
Opportunities in Violet Township and the City of Pickerington

Needs and Priorities Identified 
for Facilities/Activities

12 13

The Need Is Greatest for (1) Walking and Biking Trails, 
(2) Indoor Recreation Facilities, and (3) Neighborhood Parks
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Q2-2a Households Who Indicated a Need for Walking and Biking Trails

Percent Have Need
Mean rating 

ETC INSTITUTE

1%-20%

21%-40%

41%-60%

61%-80%

81%-100%

No response

2016 City of Pickerington/Violet Township Recreation and Leisure Survey 
Shading reflects the mean rating for all respondents by CBG (merged as needed)

Q2-2b How Well Needs Are Being Met for Walking and Biking Trails

2016 City of Pickerington/Violet Township Recreation and Leisure Survey 
Shading reflects the mean rating for all respondents by CBG (merged as needed)

How Well Needs Met
Mean rating on a 4-point scale

ETC INSTITUTE

1.0-1.75  Not Met

1.75-2.5  Partly Met

2.5-3.25  Mostly Met

3.25-4.0  Fully Met

No Response

16

Most Residents Indicated that Their Need for 
Indoor Recreation Facilities Is Not Being Met

17

Indoor Recreation Facilities Show a Significant Unmet Need 
Compared to Other Facilities and Activities
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Importance of Various Facilities/Activities

18

Indoor Recreation Facilities Had the Highest Percentage 
of “Most Important” Responses

Priority Investment Rating for Facilities/Activities

19

20

Needs and Priorities for 
Indoor Recreation

21

The Top 3 Needs Are:  (1) Indoor Leisure Swimming, (2) Indoor Walking and 
Jogging Track, and (3) Cardiovascular/Fitness Equipment Areas
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22

More than 4,000 Households Have Unmet Needs for 
Indoor Leisure Swimming Pools and Indoor Walking/Jogging Tracks What’s Most Important to Residents

23

Residents Ranked Indoor Leisure Swimming Pools as Most Important

Priority Investment Rating for Indoor Recreation

24

Community Center: 
Details on Support

25
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26

Support for a Community Center
Question

% Who 
Strongly 

Agree

% Who 
Agree Total

A community recreation center is needed 67% 24% 91%
Our community needs a centralized place to offer 
recreation programs, classes and community 
services

58% 31% 89%

I support a partnership between government non-
profit entities to jointly develop and operate a new 
community recreation center

56% 33% 89%

I believe a community recreation center would 
boost property values in our community

58% 29% 87%

Our community needs more fitness, recreation, and 
social activities for youth & teens

57% 28% 85%

Our community needs more fitness, recreation, and 
social activities for seniors

51% 30% 81%

A community recreation center should generate 
revenue from user fees to help cover the cost of 
operations

39% 39% 78%

26

Willingness to Contribute Financially

27

Building fee
 73% were either very likely or somewhat likely to vote in favor of 

an increase in property tax of $6/month/$100,000 of home value 
to fund the community recreation center. (46% very likely)

 That 1.5 mills would generate approximately $1.5 M/year and $46 
M over 30 years.

Usage fee
 68% would pay $4 or more to use facilities and services per visit
 71% Would Pay at Least $20 Per Month Per Individual
 79% Would Pay at Least $40 Per Month For a Family Pas
 Only 7% of Those surveyed would not be willing to pay if the 

center included facilities and programs which were most 
important to them.  

28

 There are opportunities to increase satisfaction with the availability 
of leisure and recreation opportunities in the community

 There is strong support for a new community center

 The top priorities for Facility/Activity Improvements should be:
 Indoor Recreation Facilities
 Walking and Biking Trails
 Neighborhood Parks
 Swimming Areas

 The top priorities for Indoor Recreation Improvements should be:
 Indoor Leisure Swimming Pools
 Indoor Walking and Jogging Track
 Cardiovascular Fitness Equipment Areas
 Lap Lanes for Swimming Lessons and Exercise

29

 Expand the number of key community leaders who have visited 
other Community Centers (Westerville, Dublin, Mason, etc.)

 Contact Westerville and other relevant Community Centers 
about their recommendations for next steps and timing
 Feasibility study
 Process to develop community support
 Timing to put a levy on the ballot
 Work with an architect to create a concept plan

 Gather information to determine
 If there is the possibility of a public/private partnership
 Which entity will run the levy;
 When (or if) a levy should be on the ballot
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Q2-5a Households Who Indicated a Need for Indoor Recreation Facilities

Percent Have Need
Mean rating 

ETC INSTITUTE

1%-20%

21%-40%

41%-60%

61%-80%

81%-100%

No response

2016 City of Pickerington/Violet Township Recreation and Leisure Survey 
Shading reflects the mean rating for all respondents by CBG (merged as needed)

Q4-9a  Households Who Indicated a Need for Indoor Leisure Swimming Pools

Percent Have Need
Mean rating 

ETC INSTITUTE

1%-20%

21%-40%

41%-60%

61%-80%

81%-100%

No response

2016 City of Pickerington/Violet Township Recreation and Leisure Survey 
Shading reflects the mean rating for all respondents by CBG (merged as needed)

Q4-9b How Well Households Needs Are Being Met for 
Indoor Leisure Swimming Pools 

2016 City of Pickerington/Violet Township Recreation and Leisure Survey 
Shading reflects the mean rating for all respondents by CBG (merged as needed)

How Well Needs Met
Mean rating on a 4-point scale

ETC INSTITUTE

1.0-1.75  Not Met

1.75-2.5  Partly Met

2.5-3.25  Mostly Met

3.25-4.0  Fully Met

No Response
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THANK YOU TO ALL STUDY PARTICIPANTS
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VIOLET TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES

Terry Dunlap, Sr.

Darrin Monhollen

Melissa Wilde

VIOLET TOWNSHIP STAFF

John Eisel, Director of Operations

Holly Mattei, Director of Development

Melissa Tremblay, Fiscal Assistant

Greg Butcher, Township Engineer

Robin Duffee, Intern

COMMUNITY CENTER FEASIBILITY STUDY PROGRAM STEERING COMMITTEE

Theresa Byers  Pickerington Area Chamber of Commerce

Rick Ricketts  Resident

Rob Davies  OhioHealth

Aimee Milligan  Diley Ridge Medical Center

Yolanda Owens  Resident

Joanne Barnak  Pickerington Parks and Recreation Board

Chris Briggs  Pickerington Local School District

Todd Younkin  Fairfield County Park District

Cheryl Rickets  Resident

Vanessa Niekamp PCMA Food Pantry

Paula Gellert  Resident

Ely Kleszczelski  Pickerington Senior Center

Marian Reitano  Tri-County Area Realty Association

CONSULTANT TEAM

Moody Nolan, Planning, Programming and Graphics

EDGE Group, Land Planning and Landscape Architecture

Counsilman Hunsaker, Aquatics

Moody Engineers, Civil Engineering
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300 SPRUCE ST, STE 300 
COLUMBUS, OH 43215

614.461.4664

MOODYNOLAN.COM


